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SCHOOL OF LAW

L103 – INTRODUCTION TO LAW

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Introduction to Law is a first-year unit that explores the nature of the common law and the processes by which law is made in Zambia. Students are introduced to core legal knowledge and skills necessary for study and practice.

COURSE OBJECTIVE

The course aims to:

a) Introduce students to the transition to university and tertiary study of law.
b) Provide foundational knowledge of the Zambian legal system.
c) Introduce skills necessary for the study of law.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the completion of this unit, you should be able to:

1. Describe the foundations of the Zambian legal system to contextualise the core knowledge, skills and relevant professional development required for legal practice.

2. To develop students’ intellectual skills of fact-finding, analysis, reasoning, evaluation and communication necessary for further study in law.

3. Define and discuss the role of law and legal practitioners in the broader community, and the importance of socially responsible and ethical behaviour in the legal profession.

4. To encourage students, in their consideration of solutions to legal problems, to think critically and logically.

5. Effectively communicate in appropriate legal terminology.


APPROACHES TO LEARNING AND TEACHING

The course is a combination of content and skills that will develop the course learning outcomes. Therefore, the course is taught through lectures.
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The content of this course has units which include: 

UNIT 1	CONCEPT OF LAW

· What is Law?
· Law and Morality
· Law and Justice
· Legal System
· Legal right

UNIT 2	SOURCES OF LAW

· Constitution
· Statute/legislation
· Judicial decisions
· Common law
· Custom
· Scholarly works

UNIT 3	NATURE OF LAW 

· Nature of law
· Classification of law
· Basic principles of legal liability

UNIT 4	LAW MAKING AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION

· Law making process
· Dispute resolution
· Alternative Dispute Resolution 

UNIT 5	ROLE OF LAW AND THE LEGAL PRACTITIONER

· Role of law in society
· Ethics for lawyers
· Conduct of lawyers
· Membership to Law Association of Zambia
· Retainer

UNIT 6	ETHICS OF A STUDENT OF LAW

· Attributes of a law student

RECOMMENDED READINGS

Beth Walston-Dunham Introduction to Law (6th ed.) (Delmar Cengage Learning, 2011)
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Jaap Hage & Bram Akkermans (eds.) Introduction to Law (Springer International Publishing, 2014)
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Lovemore Madhuku An Introduction to Zimbabwean Law (Weaver Press: Harare, 2010)

Phil Harris An Introduction to Law (7th Edition) (Cambridge University Press, 2007)
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