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1. Plot 
Plot of a dramatic or narrative art refers to the structure of its actions as they are ordered or rendered towards achieving a particular emotional or artistic effect, (Abrams 1992: 137).  Suffice it to say that there is a distinction between a story and plot.  To (over) simplify it, when someone says, “Chota was beaten”.  To get the story, you ask, “And then?”  To get the plot you ask, “Why?”  The two questions solicit different answers. “And then?”  Solicits for a series of events based on logical progression while “Why?” Solicits for events based on causality. (Source: Northrop frye – find page).  According to Russian formalists, the story (fabula) refers to the basic storyline which comprises the narrated events with strict adherence to logical order.  The plot (sjuzet) has to do with the organisation in the narrative process and concerns the changes in the sequence, flashbacks, incidental comments and descriptions, among others.  On the other hand Aristotle considered plot (mythos) be the most important; more important than the characters or themes.  In his work, poetics, he argues that plot portrays the actions of the characters that determine their happiness or misery.  Any plot usually has a point of focus. This point of focus is the conflict.  A conflict is simply a problem faced by the character.
Two types of plots can be identified namely traditional / simple and complex. Simple plots are generally chronologic and usually episodic.  Moreover, in simple plots the story usually has one conflict – one focus.  Simple plots are common in bildungsroman novels – coming of age stories.
In a complex plot on the other hand has there is some level of sophistication in which the story builds on itself. In this case, the episode can emerge from the previous one and can in turn produce another episode.  In a complex plot, the story follows more than one major character or more than one major story line.  Moreover, complex plots cover numerous subjects. The term complex plots also covers experimented plots in which the main story tend to be interrupted by subplots ; does not stick to chronology, and merges fact and fiction.

Authors in order to achieve a certain emotional and artistic effect tend to alter the plot. For example, they can scramble the chronology as in Ngugi’s A Grain of Wheat or random thoughts as in stream of consciousness. James Joyce’ Ulysses is a good example of this. In Zambian languages there are few novels with complex plots probably because of the pervasive influence of orality and also the fact that novel writing and its complexities is relatively a recent phenomenon. There is a tendency to write-folktale like stories and also a tendency to digest the content for the readers. However, one notable novel with a complex plot in Icibemba is Ubuseko mu Bulanda authored by Chongo Kasonkomona.
To achieve a good structure, writers also resort to suitable literary devices such as allegory, antithesis, irony, paradox, foreshadowing, flashbacks and a stream of consciousness in some cases. Moreover, it is essential that a story has the unity of action. This means that the events in the story must be connected. 
In terms of evaluating the plot, one must remember that the unity of action is essential. Each episode and events must be related to the resolution of the conflict. Some of the questions that are very instrumental in the evaluation of the plot include the following:
· What is the conflict on which he plot turns? Is it internal, external or the combination of the two?
· What are the chief episodes that make up the plot? Is its development strictly chronological, or is the chronology rearranged in some ways?
· Compare the plots beginning and the end? What essential changes have taken place?
· Describe the plot in terms of exposition, complication, climax, falling in action and resolution/ denouement.
· Is the plot unified? Do individual episodes logically relate to one another/
· Is the ending appropriate to and consistent with the rest of the plot?
· Is the plot plausible? What role, if any, do chance and coincidence play?
(Adapted from LAL 221 Batch 1)

2. Conflict is cardinal in the story. As mentioned earlier, it refers to the problem that needs to be solved by the character/s. Conflict moves closely with the progression of the plot.
Conflicts come in different manners. There is conflict of will in which case the will of the protagonist is at variance with that of another characters or that one society. Secondly, there is conflict within oneself – this is the internal conflict and it is psychological (self-confidence, self-esteem, self-interrogation, bravery and so on.)

Course of conflict.
This refers to the manner in which the conflict is resolved. It initiates with the introduction of the conflict up to the time it is resolved. The Freytag’s pyramid will be instrumental to demonstrate the course of conflict:

[image: http://oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~hartleyg/250/images/freytag.jpg]
(Source: English 250 Fiction Unit: The Freytag’s pyramid from (http://users.aber.ac.uk/jpm/ellsa/ellsa_openboat3.html visited on 29/05/2011)

The pyramid had the following stages
a) Exposition: this is where characters are introduced. In the exposition the setting is also established and background information is provided.
b) Rising action: also known as the complication. The story builds up and gets more exciting. The conflict is usually introduced during this phase.
c) Climax also known as the crisis: this is usually the most exciting event. It is a point of great emotional intensity and directly precipitates the resolution of the conflict’ Kondala 2013: 19)
d) Falling in action involves events that happen as a result of the climax and serves as a signal to the reader that the story will soon end.
e) Resolution/Catastrophe indicates directly to the reader how the conflict has been settled.
f) Denouement is the final part. The word denouement is derived from the French word and it refers to ‘unknotting’ or ‘untying’. At this point any remaining secrets, questions or mysteries which remain after the resolution are solved by the characters or explained by the author. It should be noted, however, that the denouement can be the most challenging part of the plot to identify, as it is usually very closely tied to the resolution, (Kondala, ibid).

3. Character
Characters are participants in the story. These participants could be people or other inanimate objects. Personification is handy when it comes to characters. In this case objects and other creatures can be given human attributes in the story. They will be able to speak, feel and act like human beings. There could be major characters and others could be minor characters. Moreover, there could be a distinction between round characters and flat or static characters. Round characters are those that can change while flat/static characters are those that do not change. Further categorisation of characters includes type characters, confidant(e) and foil characters. One can also add the type character. This is a kind of character who represents certain groups in society. He is a representational character.

4. Setting 
Setting refers to the historical time, place and the general atmosphere or the social circumstances in which the story takes place. It should be remembered that in terms of time, it does not refer the time when the story was written or the date of publication of the book but it refers to the historical time on which the story is based. For example, the novel can be published in 2018 but it depicts the time prior to Zambia’s independence. 

5. Theme
Theme refers to the central idea in the story. This idea is not directly stated but is implied from the actions and reactions of the characters. It should be mentioned that it is possible to have more than one theme in a literary work. Moreover, theme is usually mistaken for subject. It should be noted that a subject is a general topic while theme refers to the attitude or the approach of the writer on the particular subject. For example, the subject can be colonialism while the theme could be the evils of colonialism. In this way, it is not surprising to have two authors write on the same subject but different themes. This could be the result of the differences in their attitudes towards the subject as well as differences in terms of their beliefs, socialisation and ideologies.


Character and Character Revelation (Adapted from LAL 221 Batch 1)
Unit Summary
This unit will familiarise you with methods writers use to acquaint us with the characters they create. You will also learn about the value of setting and how it affects the plot, atmosphere and ideas. The unit will also look at different angles stories are told from.
Character and Character Revelation
When you go to a new place you want to know the people you find there. If you have somebody you already know in this new place, s/he may tell you about some people. You may also get to know some by observing them do things as well as her them say things. You may know more about these characters by observing their dressing, walking, their grammar, places they choose to visit or not and so on.
It should be remembered that any literary work has a world of its own. When you begin to read a literary work, you visit its world. In that world you will meet different people you will need to know. The narrator of the story may choose to act as your guide and introduce you to some people and let you know the others by other means. This act of acquainting us to the people of the fictional world is known as characterisation.
A character is a person or animal who takes part in the events of the story. This character like any person or animal in real life, has character – a predictable pattern of behaviour. This has to be revealed to the reader by the writer. There are a number of ways to do this. This can be put into two major categories direct and indirect.
It is direct characterisation if the trait is mentioned by the narrator or another character. For example, “He is a fool”. When only the behaviour, speech, actions from which we infer traits is given, it is indirect characterisation. This method of characterisation is preferred by modern writers.
We could also use another method of classifying character revelation.  These methods can be grouped into the following:

a. those methods that resemble the ways in which character is revealed to us in real life, that is realistic methods.
b. and those that are only possible in literature.

Methods 1-4 below fall in (a) while 5 and 6 fall in (b). Let us now look at the methods.

1. Characterisation by the reaction of other characters

This is characterisation by other characters’ testimony of another. However, like in real life, the testimony measures against the truthfulness of the one giving it. Some characters can give false testimony.

2.  Characterisation by externals
This is characterisation by describing external appearance such as a character’s physical appearance and a character’s surrounding (this includes clothes, possessions, education etc). These details do not specifically individualise a character but they generally put his/her in a group, hence, set him/her off from other people.

3. Characterisation by speech
Speech tells a great deal about a character. Through speech we learn his/her thoughts, opinions, attitudes and feelings. What he says about what he does and how he says it can show us not only his social and educational level but also how his mind works too. I refer here to grammar, sentence construction, vocabulary, tone and so on.
4. Characterisation by action
This method combined with (3) above probably out-do the rest in character revelation. What a person does, does not do, chooses to do or chooses not to do reflect his character. We should not get too absorbed in action to make full inference about character.

5. Characterisation by author’s statement

In the method we rely on what the author says about a character. It was widely used by early authors but has been abandoned by most modern writers because it easily gives away the opinion of the author. Modern writers tend to use indirect methods other than this direct one.

6. Characterisation by revelation of character’s thoughts

A writer may reveal his character by revealing his thoughts directly. For instance, “I am finished,” thought old Gogo. Or indirectly, “At the head of the stairs old Gogo sat down and pondered on how fast age was catching up with him”.

Please note that there is no single writer who confines him/herself to only one of the methods above because none is necessarily or absolutely the best. Writers use a combination instead as each method has its own merits and demerits. The choice of which ones to use is dependent on the point of view assumed by a story teller.

UNDERSTANDING CHARACTER

In studying character we ought to find out what kind of person the author is presenting to us. This fortunately is easy. Through the various methods mentioned hitherto, we can discover the kind of character we are being presented with. We also ought to find out what function the character is performing in the story. Why s/he is there and what contribution s/he making to it. The second set of questions applies to minor characters if the role of the main character has already been established. In fiction, minor characters are to one of the following:
a. to round out the picture – of the people and the world the writer create
b. may help or hinder the central character in his/her pursuits
c. may be involved in subordinate action which, nevertheless, may be useful in shedding some light on some aspects of the main character’s personality. Such a character may save as a confidant (confidante – if female). In this case, s/he is sympathetic with the protagonist. He may draw him/her out in conversation so as to reveal his/her thoughts. S/he may also save as a foil; a contrasting character behaviour, attitudes and opinion different from those of the protagonist to define and emphasise the latter by means of contrast.
[image: ]      Activity: Using a book written in a Zambian language cite the methods used by the narrator to give a character to the people in his/her story. 
 




PROBABILITY OF ACTION
Probability is by definition about what might be, not what was; it is about human nature. It follows then that the author must try to make his story plausible or probable.
HANDLING TIME
Calendar time is not important in literature even when it is referred to. It is the effect of time that is. Like in real life, character change requires a passage of time. How is this done? It is done by:
a. making a shift in the point of view
b. inserting episodes involving characters other than the protagonist so that when we return to him/her we feel enough time has passed to allow character change.
c. Methods of narration:
i. Straight narration – advances the action rapidly in relatively few words. Time passage is proportionate to the progress of the story in relation to the space devoted to the passage: that is, the number of lines or pages and hence the reading time. This method is commonly used in short stories.
ii. Scene or dramatized narration with dialogue can advance time slowly though vividly.
iii. Analysis and description may not advance it at all which is why some readers skip what they consider tedious passages or description – they hold up the progression of the story.
Using the methods above, a writer can manipulate fictional time to increase probability of character change and actions.

MOTIVATION
These are reasons for a character’s action. Motives can be plainly stated or subtly implied. If they are not, we feel the work is untrue. The author may mention them briefly as many 19th Century English novelists (George Elliot, Thomas Hardy James). Students of literature in Zambian languages may note that this is a widely used method in /Chibemba works. S/he may also discuss them at length in passages of analysis. This is another common method in Chibemba works. The third way to do this is to have the character state his own motives or to have another character state them for him/her. In both cases the reader must look out for false motives, a character may rationalise his/her behaviour or that of his/her friend. Thus, the chief way to know motive is through character. Be sure you know him/her well though it is difficult to be certain.
FORESHADOWING
This refers to information presented in an early part of the story that tends to make us accept as probable an even occurring in a later part. In short stories where the turn of events is, itself, of great importance (or should we say, of great interest), foreshadowing should not be too plentiful or too obvious because it robs the reader of the pleasure of suspense/surprise.  
SETTING
This refers to the placing of action in space and time.    
1. Setting and Plot   
In many stories what happens is closely related to the setting in such a way that we can virtually say the actions are determined by it. This is true in stories of travel. For instance, the river affects the action of a character in sailing adventure stories.  
2. Setting and atmosphere
Writers often try to capture the elusive quality of place, which is metaphorically called “atmosphere.” Atmosphere in literature refers to the feel of a place – the kind of feeling you get when you are in a new place.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
3. Setting and ideas

Apart from appealing to our senses and affecting our emotions, setting can also suggest ideas. For instance, does it matter where you are born or brought up? If the writer believes the environment influences one’s destiny he may present setting as a determining force. Many socio-economic works have this kind of setting. Setting can also convey ideas by serving as a symbol. For instance, in Hemingway’s “A Farewell to Arms,” the parts of the story that are concerned with the war take place in hot and dry or rainy and muddy plains. After Frederick Henry leaves war, he retires with Catherine to mountains where it is cool and dry and the air is pure.
· Activity. 
1. Using the same book you used for characterisation, discuss the relationship between setting and characterisation.
    2. Discuss whether or not the setting in the book affects the ideas in it.






[image: ]	Discussion

	Discuss the prominent types of point of view in most Zambian language works. 



Point of View
It refers to angle of narration. The narrator in a story stands at a certain point and the story is told from the certain angle. It is from this angle that the narrator will be able to introduce the characters that are in the work that you are reading. There are a number of points of view that are used to reveal character as outlined below:
1. First person narration: it employs the pronoun ‘I’. The narrator tells the story with himself/ herself as one of the characters taking part in the story. The advantage of the type is that it renders the story to be subjective and intimate and consequently interesting. In this cases, the narrator can intimate to the reader what his/her feelings and thoughts. As a result, the reader easily identifies with the heroes in this type of stories. Examples of English works with this point of view include Mark Twain’s short story ‘Luck’ Marriama Ba’s So Long  a Letter,  and Ralph Ellison’s Invisible man, Okot p’Bitek’s Songs of Lawino and Alice Walker The Colour Purple, just to mention but a few.

[image: ] 	Reflection 
	Why is it that this particular point of view does not seem to be adopted in most of the available literary works in Zambian languages? Can you mention any literary work where this point of view is employed?


		

This is a point of view is very persuasive and convincing since the use of ‘I’ is the natural way of telling a story (and it does not imply gossip). Nevertheless, this point of view even if it tends to be interesting, tends to limit the narrator only to things that he or she feels or observes. It robs the narrator the power to see what other characters are doing or know what other characters are thinking.

2. Omniscient narration
The word omniscient means ‘all-seeing’. Here third person pronouns are employed that include him/her, it, and they. Thus in this point of view the narrator has limitless powers. This type of narration is also called the God’s point of view. He or she knows what every character knows as well as what these characters think and reports to us readers. In omniscient narration the narrator is outside the story. 

This is the type of narration which is the commonest in Zambian language texts.  It can be mentioned however, that this type of narration is criticised based on objectivity.

3. Limited Omniscient narration
In limited omniscient narration, the powers of the narrator are limited. Third person pronouns are also used here. He does not have the liberties to reveal what every character is thinking but one; he only specialises on one character.  He tells us what this particular character feels and thinks and tells us. About the other characters he does it only by observation and how they interact with him/her. The narrator is outside the story in this one also. Interestingly, this one emphasises selection and concentration
(Kindly expand on weaknesses of this point of view)


4. Objective narration
The narrator is simply an observer in this case. He/she is outside the story and merely reports what other characters do or say; third person pronouns are employed. He does not reveal their thoughts or their feelings. However, objective narration is life-like but sacrifices analysis and depth.

It is essential to note that each of these points of view has its own strengths as well as weaknesses. As a result, some writers opt to be eclectic: such writers do not restrict themselves to one particular point of view.

[image: ] Readings
Abrams, M.H., 1997. A Glossary of Literary Terms. 4th Edition. New York: Cornell   University.


THE SHORT STORY (Adapted from LAL 221 Batch 1)
Introduction
In this unit we shall discuss the short story and its features. The features that distinguish a short story from the novel will also be highlighted. 
Objectives 
By the end of the unit you should be able to:
1. Define a short story
2. Compare and contrast a short story and a novel and bring out aspects that are unique to the short story.
3. Explain how economy and compression in a short story are achieved.

	[image: ] Reflection
Write down the similarities and differences between a novel and a short story?




Short Story
A Short Story is defined as a “… fictional work depicting one character’s inner conflict or conflict with others, usually having one thematic focus. Short stories generally produce a single, focused emotional and intellectual response in the reader,” (Madden, 2009). The length of a short story varies ranging from a few sentences to about a hundred pages.
What determines the shortness? The major aspect that determines shortness is compression and economy. Like a novel, a short story contains the five elements of fiction namely plot, character, conflict, setting and theme. However, unlike a novel, these five elements are very minimised, compressed and presented very economically. The short story cannot afford the extravagance in terms of verbiage and lengthy passages as a novel. Despite this, the short story is still a sophisticated type of writing and usually appeals to the intellect of the reader. Moreover, it usually employs, symbolism, sarcasm and irony and numerous useful literary devices to enhance its economy and aesthetics. Moreover short story writers avoid definitive resolutions of conflicts but promote those that stimulate debate among readers. A definite point of view is strictly maintained – mostly limited omniscient point of view. Ideas may be present but are usually inherent in the character, situation and the action. Equally important, language is used for maximum effect and each word counts. Charged with suggestiveness, the language has some of the evocative power and compression of poetry. The breakdown of compression can be presented as below:
a) The plot is minimised. In its place there is a situation and the interest of the story lies in the way the protagonist reacts to the situation – handles it or solves the problem.
b) In the short story, character must be presented economically. Only those traits which are relevant to the situation are presented; even if they are not presented separately but are inherent in the action.
c) The conflict is minimised or simplified. As opposed to a novel that can have multiple conflicts and sub-conflicts, a short story usually sticks to one single conflict and executes it with appreciable emphasis and focus.
d) Setting is also treated economically both in terms of time, place and atmosphere. A few well-chosen details can lay the scene, reveal character and indicate the situation. 
e) Themes are also few but focused. Usually a short story has one thematic focus. 

An example here can be very useful in demonstrating the power of compression and economy that characterises the short story. Study the sentence below: 
“It was reported that a new face had been on a quay, a lady with a little dog.” (Chekov “The Lady With the Dog” quoted by O’Faolain 1951.pp151).
What is implied by this sentence? This sentence implies that the scene is laid in the harbour. It also implies that the port should be on the seaside because ladies do not perambulate on commercial docks. The whether must be fine otherwise nobody would venture out. The port should be an unfrequented little place because it would be difficult to notice a new face at a big place. It was reported implies that gossip circulates at this resort; another pointer to the size of the place. We guess the narrator is “him” because only a man is most likely to be interested when it comes to a question of a lady.
“This compression by suggestion and implication is one of the greatest charms of the modern short story,” (Sean O’Faolain 1951. Pp 151-152).

Because of its brevity, the short story requires selectivity of detail (economy and emphasis) and this makes possible the all-important quality of unity –totality/single effect. The very nature of the short story demands conscious artistry. A short story demands from a reader an intellectual and imaginative alertness, a capacity and willingness to make inferences from what little data the author presents. 

Test yourself
1. How is the shortness of the short story achieved?

Bibiliographic Readings
O’Faolain, S (1951) The Short Story. New York: Davies and Adair. 
Madden, David. "Short Story." Microsoft® Encarta® 2009 [DVD]. Redmond, WA: Microsoft Corporation, 2008. 


image6.png




image2.jpeg




image3.emf
 


image4.png




image5.png




