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THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF LITERATURE AND LANGUAGES


2021/2022 FINAL EXAMINATIONS FOR INSTITUTE OF
 DISTANCE EDUCATION 



LIT 1100 – STUDIES IN WRITING SKILLS AND LITERATURE


TIME: DURATION (3) HOURS

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Please write your computer number on every answer booklet used.

1. There are FOUR sections in this exam. Answer ONE question from each section. Each question carries 25 marks.

1. Dictionaries and texts are NOT allowed in the examination room.						



Section A – introduction to Literature (Answer ONLY ONE question)
1. Oral literature encompasses narrative, poetry and other forms such as the proverb and the riddle. Examine the literariness of these forms of oral literature.

2. On paying a close look, one would suggest that praise poetry attempts to present the subject as a symbol of perfection. With reference to any praise poetry from your cultural background, examine the validity of the above statement.

3. Write brief notes on ANY FIVE of the following literary terms:
i. Setting
ii. Subject
iii. Theme 
iv. Character
v. Soliloquy
vi. Apostrophe
vii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Personification 
viii. Plot
ix. Dramatic irony
x. Scene

Section B – Prose (Answer ONLY ONE question)
4. While fiction can be said to be imaginary, authors attempt to present their stories as realistic. By making reference to any work of fiction you have read, examine how far this statement relates to the said work.

5. The short story is considered to be a written piece of fiction that focuses on a single incident and a single main character. To what extent would this interpretation of the short story suffice in relation to The Necklace by Guy de Maupaussant?

Section C – Poetry (Answer ONLY ONE question)
6. Poetry has generally been understood as a kind of compressed and condensed rhythmic use of language that employs figures of speech to achieve meaning. Use the following poem to explain the above definition.

Love or Death by Austausten Uwosomah

You lied when you said you loved me
You took my love by deception
Your treachery cost me my love
You made me believed in you
I gave you love, my best love
Now I can’t live without you 
Give me love or give me death.
I opened a space in my heart for you
I crowned you queen there
Everything I possessed, I sacrifice
The taste of you was honey
No honey can taste better
If you leave now, I shall perish
Give me love or give me death.
Everything has time and season
Every love needs requiting 
It’s good to love and be loved
All years I was without love
For you my love sprouted
You crept into my blood like virus
Now, I suffer your fever
With you I stay, without you I die
Give me love or give me death.
Before now my eyes saw no light
Before now my limbs were numb
Sensuality for me was dead
For you my lilies charged
With you I knew real passion
The fire in your eyes lightened my life
For me to let you go, I must cease breath
Give me love or give me death.  
You to me are everything
You are the song of my breath
There’s no song more melodious
To give you my best
I shall not rest
But as you say you must leave,
I put before you a ring and dagger
Give me love or give me death.


7. Examine the use of language in the following poem and comment on the poem’s main effect on the reader.

Another (Here a Pretty Baby Lies) by Robert Herrick

Here a pretty baby lies
Sung asleep with lullabies:
Pray be silent and not stir
Th’ easy earth that covers her.

Section D – Drama (Answer ONLY ONE question)
8. By focusing on the key elements of tragedy, explain what makes Oedipus the King and Antigone by Sophocles tragic plays.

9. In Wole Soyinka’s The Trials of Brother Jero, what signs has Soyinka given throughout the play to show that Jero is a false prophet before he is finally discovered and how does Jero ensure that he remains accepted as a true prophet?




1

image1.png





THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA|




