LIT 1100: STUDIES IN WRITING SKILLS AND LITERATURE

PRE-REQUISITE: NONE

AIM
The aim of the course is to expose students to the basic literary concepts and tools necessary for the analysis of texts as well as provide them with an opportunity to acquaint themselves with a wide range of literary works. 

OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
· Demonstrate improved reading and writing skills in general and in literature in particular, critically analyse texts orally and in writing and engage with the central issues in literary works. 
· Explain the main literary genres for both orature and written literature (folktale, song, proverbs, riddles among others for the former and prose fiction, poetry, drama and non-fiction prose).
· Explain how the forms and conventions of literature are to a large extent, a reflection of the time and society in which they are produced;
· Analyse any form of literature in the genres of interest to the course.

CONTENT
· Writing skills in literature: Research skills, essay planning, essay writing, referencing.
· Nature of Oral Literature: Forms, elements and functions of oral literature.
· Nature of Prose Fiction: Forms, elements of prose such as characterisation, plot, style, symbolism, setting, handling of time, narrative structure; 
· Nature of Non-fiction Prose: Forms, similarities and differences between fiction and non-fiction prose.
· Nature of Poetry: Forms and Themes of poetry as exemplified in specific poems.
· Nature of Drama: Origins, forms, elements of drama as exemplified in specific plays.
· Analysis of selected texts in all the genres of literature.

METHOD OF TEACHING
Four contact hours per week: 3 lectures, 1 tutorial

ASSESSMENT
· Continuous assessment					50%
· 1 essay					10% each	10% 
· 1 Presentation (oral & written)	10% each	10%
· 2 tests					15% each	30%                 
· Examination							50%





PRESCRIBED READINGS

WRITING SKILLS IN LITERATURE
Neville, Colin (2007) The Complete Guide to Referencing and Avoiding Plagiarism. Berkshire; McGraw-Hilll Education

ORAL LITERATURE 
Finnegan, R. (2012) Oral Literature in Africa. http://www.openbookpublishers.com
Okpewho, I. (1992) African Oral Literature.Bloomington; Indiana University Press

WRITTEN LITERATURE
a) Prose Fiction:

i) Short Story:
Short stories in Roberts, E and Jacobs, H (2007) Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing. New York; Pearson 
Some of the stories include: Barn Burning by William Faulkner, The Lesson by Toni Cade Bambara, The Necklace by Guy De Maupassant and Everyday Use by Alice Walker.
ii) Novella:
Kafka Franz (1915). Metamorphosis as Die Verwandlung. Prague: Kurt Wolf Verlage Leipzig.
iii) Novel:
Banda-Aaku, Ellen (2011). Patchwork. Johannesburg: Penguin Random House

b) Non-Fiction Prose:
D’ambroisio, Charles (2014). Documents in Loittering: New and Collected Essays. Tin House, Portland, Oregon – U.S.A. (www.timhouse.com 26/01/2022).
Emerson Waldo Ralph (1841). The Over-Soul. American Transcendentalism Web. 
Global Grey (2021). Collected Essays By George Orwell. www.globalgreyebooks.com
Scott Augusta Mary (Ed) (1908). The Essays of Francis Bacon. New York: Charles Scribners Sons.
Woolf, Virginia (1929) A Room of One’s Own. England; Hagoath Press

c) Poetry 
Selected Poetry by Parnwell Munatamba; Lyson Tembo, Dennis Brutus;  Wole Soyinka;  William Shakespeare and Edgar Allan Poe among others. 

d) Drama
Sophocles (2005). Sophocles’ Oedipus Trilogy. San Diego; Icon Classics 
Aristophanes (2020) Lysistrata http://johnstoniatexts.x10host.com/aristophanes/lysistratahtml.html

Moliere (2003). The Miser. www.Gutenberg.org
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