LECTURE 1

In this lecture, we hope that by the end, you should be able to:

1. Explain the link between Literature and Reality,

2.   Demonstrate the relationship between Language and Literature especially in the area of meaning in denotative and connotative meaning, and

3. Explain the importance of figures of speech including imagery in Literature concerning Poetry.
4. Demonstrate comprehension through the application of the use of imagery in the reading of poetry.
As you read, ask yourself the following questions:
1. What are the two most important "functions of literature"?

2. What is the most important relationship between Language and Literature?

3. Why are the functions of figures of speech to the understanding of a text? 
Introduction
In LAN 1200, you have learned that the definitions of literature are many. You have also learned that each definition has both strengths and negative weaknesses.

Literature is broadly defined as anything written. This would include novels like ‘Things Fall Apart’ and a telephone directorate. It was observed that such a broad definition excluded oral literature but was too inclusive of written records.

Other definitions of literature consider it as a work of art that reflects society; or, as carefully arranged words that stimulate feelings. Such definitions point to a relationship between the word and social reality. The word is associated with language. This means that language and social reality are closely linked. Language is used to communicate. Communication can present us with a form of reality. In a sense, literature is a reflection of the society in which it is produced. It communicates the culture and values of the society it represents or is produced from. 

The above notwithstanding, you must remember that a literary text represents the author’s perception of the society he has set his work. In other words, each author presents to us his/her perception of society. Remember the story of the six blind men and the elephant in which each individual described a particular feature of the elephant that they had touched.

Language and Literature
In texts, meaning is communicated in different ways. One of these ways is through the use of the written word. Depending on how a given word has been used meaning can vary from surface meaning to deep structural meaning. Writers for example can use words to have either denotation or connotation meaning.

Denotation is the literal meaning of a word. Word Web dictionary describes denotation as “the most direct or specific meaning of a word or expression; the class of objects that an expression refers to”. It can thus be said that denotation is the basic meaning of a word. We can take an example of the word innocent as in;

 The court said Pamela was innocent.
It can be taken that an allegation of wrongdoing was made against Pamela but in the courts of law the allegation was proved not to be true and so Pamela was said to be innocent. Another example could be in the word knockout as in

The boxing match ended in a knockout.
In which the opponent in a boxing match has fallen. The opponent probably passed out from the punch.

Connotation on the other hand, according to the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, is “a quality or an idea that a word makes you think of that is more than its basic meaning.”

For example, the word innocent as in

What does Pamela Know? She is so innocent.

The connotation of the word innocent in this context points to the naivety or lack of worldly knowledge and experience on the part of Pamela. It is used with a negative connotation.

Another example could be the use of the word knockout;

Pamela was a knockout in that green dress.

The connotation of the sentence would be that Pamela looked extremely beautiful in the green dress. This is different from the “knockout” used first. In this case, Pamela was a stunner.

Connotation is an idea that implies or suggests and to determine what the word or expression refers to one needs to have added information. Connotations are, as a result, subjective. The implied meaning can be determined by emotional aptitude or feelings or/and cultural associations.

Words like lean, thin, skinny, slender, slim, scrawny, or wiry can be understood as either positive, negative, or neutral depending on the emotional aptitude or cultural associations. The same can be said of words like fat, stout, portly, obese, or heavy.

In certain parts of the world words like fat or slim have their cultural implications. Depending on the cultural inclination, the word fat may have either positive or negative meanings. In one community the word fat may imply lazy, overfed and inactive while in another community it may imply a sense of good living. The same may be said of the word slim.

Let us look at a list of emotionally charged words and what they communicate

         

	 
	NEUTRAL CHARGED WORD
	POSITIVE CHARGED WORD
	NEGATIVE CHARGED WORD

	1
	Adolescent
	Youth
	Juvenile

	2
	Ask/Remind
	Request
	Whine/Nag

	3
	Dominant
	Assertive
	Bossy

	4
	Elderly
	Senior
	Old


 

Depending on the culture of the individual word user the following may have different connotations; Chicken, cow, duck, fish, pig, or snake. Take time to find out the different connotations that would result from using these words in different cultural communities and the emotions the use of the words would arouse.  

Figures of Speech
The figure of Speech, word, or group of words used to give particular emphasis to an idea or sentiment. The special emphasis is typically accomplished by the user's conscious deviation from the strict literal sense of a word or the more commonly used form of word order or sentence construction. From ancient times to the present, such figurative locations have been extensively employed by orators and writers to strengthen and embellish their styles of speech and composition. A number of the more widely used figures of speech, some of which are also called tropes, follow.

Among the most important figurative (as opposed to literal or factual) uses of language, metaphor and simile making comparisons as a way of illuminating or developing meaning. Metaphor equates two things that are not the same, while simile says two unlike things are like each other. At their simplest, these figures of speech (underlined below) may be used descriptively to emphasize qualities, as in this Navajo praise poem: 

. . . my horse whose legs are like quick lightning (simile) 

whose body is an eagle-plumed arrow . . . (metaphor) 

Simile
Uses 

Like, as…as

Metaphor

Direct comparison

He is a rock

Personification

Imagery 

5 senses

Smell

Taste

Touch

Sight
Earring 
