TOPIC FIVE: SKILLS IN BOOK REVIEW
The purpose of learning about Book Review is to enable you to understand how books, articles and other writings can be analysed in order to critique (or evaluate) them for appropriateness, quality, significance and other attributes that a good book, article or other writings ought to have. Skill in book review is intended to develop analytical skills by equipping you with and sharpening your tools of analysis.
A book review or book report is an evaluation of a book based on the books content, style and merit. A book review summarises a book and brings out the strengths and weaknesses of the book.
Book reviews are commonly carried out in periodicals (journals). They are also conducted as school, college and university work. Some reviews are solicited to enable a writer or publisher to gauge the merits or demerits of a book or article. This is done by subjecting the work to independent readers or reviewers whose comments are taken into account before publishing the work. 
Prior to the age of the Internet, book reviews were traditionally carried out on hard copies (typed on paper) and then sent to the publishers by snail (postal) mail. Most book reviews are done as part of what in academic circles is called peer review. Such reviews are intended to facilitate the publication of the reviewed work, if found suitable, in books, journals and other publications. The reviewers are at liberty to either recommend the work for outright publication or recommend corrections or even outright rejection for lack of merit, based on various considerations. Nowadays book reviews are increasingly being done online i.e. over the Internet. The length of a book review can vary from a single paragraph to a substantial essay.t									
[bookmark: General]3.4 Purpose of Book Review	
In reviewing a book your main purpose must be to discuss and evaluate the content of the book. Your main aim must be to find out if the author was able to reveal the main thesis (or point of view) of the book, or whether the author succeeded in achieving the purpose of the book in accordance with its title. As a reviewer you must also undertake research of your own about the theme. This should enable you to assess the author’s ability to express and explore the theme. In so doing you should be able to provide an opinion of the material you have reviewed. 
As a reviewer you should communicate to the readers of your review the very ideas and sensations that you the book reviewer have experienced while reading the content. In this way you should explain to the reader what exact meaning the author presumed to transmit. Therefore, as a book reviewer, you should act as a reporter, who informs the public of the events or situations that you have witnessed or experienced; except in this case it is what you have witnessed or experienced in the book. 
To be a good reviewer you must read, scrutinize the text and, above all, look for concealed, implied meaning that the author merely hinted about. When you enhance your review skills to a higher level you should be able to make the readers of your reviews come alive with such feelings as “that is just what I thought!” 
As a reviewer you must also state the main points of the reviewed book. While some aspects are less meaningful, others have to be marked out as very important issues. Sometimes the writer of the work you are reviewing could even unintentionally imply an idea that you the reviewer of the book may not notice. This makes the task of reviewing quite complex.
You then have to move on to deciding the validity of the author’s points. This makes you a judge who should ask such questions as “did the writer persuade the audience, or were his/her evidences not sufficient and weak?” At this point you have to judge how adequate the book title is to the content in the book. This brings in the authenticity of the content of the book. To evaluate the authenticity of the book as a reviewer you have to compare the book you are reviewing to other materials or writings on the same subject. This becomes a means of checking plagiarism; for indeed some writers do merely cut and paste other people’s works and claim them to be their own by merely adding their names to such works! However, if your review proves that the work is authentic, more so if you find it to be a unique piece of work you should bring these attributes out as critical merits in your review. 
3.4	 Reviewing Textbooks
When you review a textbook, you should base your review on different considerations. Avoid using non-standard words. For example, in your review you should ensure that the language used in the textbook you are reviewing must be non-technical and without jargon. The readers of the textbook are generally Student’s, who are not at the same level of education as the scientist who wrote the book. Where technical terms are used these must be explained. Your function as a book reviewer must be to ensure that in your review you point out all the strengths and weaknesses in the work you are reviewing. This would enable you to give a fair assessment whether or not the textbook is written in a clear easy-to-read language. The clarity should be such that the Students should be able to grasp and to appreciate the knowledge presented in the book without much difficulty.
Another responsibility you have to bear in mind as a book reviewer is the existence of other texts on the same subject. Often there are other texts written on the same subject. This then calls on you the reviewer to provide appropriate comparisons. This is because although a new textbook might be good to publish based on its own merits; if it is not as good as existing texts on the particular subject, it is as good as useless.
3.5	Imprint/Preliminary Information
In addition to the critical points raised above about book review, the following aspects are very important and cannot be left out of any book review. When commencing any review ensure that at the top of your book review, you should list complete imprint or preliminary information. The format followed is thus:
1. The title of the book 
1. The edition (if other than the first) 
1. Name of author(s) or editor(s)
1. Name of publisher
1. Place of publication (city in which the publisher is located).  Usually well-known cities are not followed by state or country names. A publisher located in New York is listed "New York" not "New York, USA" and London is listed as "London" not "London, U.K."
1. Year of publication, 
1. Number of pages, and 
1. Price of the book. 
1. The International Series Book Number (ISBN)  
3.6 Steps to be followed when reviewing a Book
After stating the imprint/ preliminary information or details of the book as stated above, the review should follow the following steps:
1.    State the content; that is, the main points analysed in the book.
1. Analyse the content of the book, to gauge whether the author managed to discuss the main idea of the book. You should do this by asking the following questions:
1.  Did the author satisfactorily discuss the main topic/content of the book?
1.  Did the author remain focused on the main subject of the book?
1.  Did the author achieve the main purpose of the book? 
1.  Did the author persuade the readers to agree with his/her point of view?
1.  How are paragraphs arranged? Paragraphing is very important such that the ideas in the paragraph should connect (relate to one another). 
1.   Was the evidence in the book sufficient or weak?
1.  Do other texts exist on the same topic/subject, and how do they compare with this text you are reviewing? 
1.  Is the language easy and straight forward to understand?
Whatever answers you get to these questions, relate them to your own understanding of the book. This should enable you to communicate to other readers about the exact meaning that you think the author of that book was trying to put across to readers.
   3.7 Before Writing the Review:
1. -Make a few notes about the points you want to include in the review of the book.
1. -Think of the reader as a friend that you would like to tell a story to.
1. -Use one paragraph for each point that you want to make. 
1. -The points made about the book must be only the main points.
1. Establish the main theme (idea) of the book in the first paragraph of your review.
1. State the strengths and/or weaknesses of the book you are reviewing.
1. State what you think is good and what you think is not good about that book.
1. State a few quotations to illustrate your points. These should be short quotations.
1. Do some research about the author and other issues covered in that book, and incorporate some of that information into the review.
1. Avoid repetition.
1. Make sure you state the main theme clearly and emphatically.
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