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QUESTION: With a definition of the term oral interview, describe how you would conduct oral interviews to gather data on Zambia’s 50th independence anniversary. 










Zambia celebrate its 50th anniversary of independence from Britain on 24th October, 2014. The event was marked by various festivities and reflections on the country’s history, achievements, and challenges. However, the celebration was also overshadowed by the absence of President Michael Sata, who left the country for medical treatment abroad a few days before the anniversary. To understand how ordinary Zambians perceived and experienced the golden jubilee, this presentation or study aims to conduct oral interviews with a sample of citizens from different regions, background, and perspectives.
 Oral interviews are a qualitative research method that relies on asking questions to collect data from participants. They can provide rich and detailed information about people’s opinions, feelings motivations, and experiences or oral interview is a face to face discussion with a respondent or interviewee so that an interviewer can obtain historical information from such a respondent or is a qualitative research technique that involves conducting intensive individual interviews with a small number of respondents to explore their perspectives on a particular idea, program, or situation. For example, we might ask participants, staff, and others associated with a program about their experiences and expectations related to the program, the thoughts they have concerning program operations, processes, and outcomes, and about any changes they perceive in themselves as a result of their involvement in the program (Adhikari and Lovett (2016).)

To conduct oral interviews to gather data on Zambia’s 50th independence anniversary, here is a step-by-step guide. The first one is Identify interviewees: Start identify individuals who have significant knowledge or personal experiences related to Zambian’s independence. This may include politicians, historians, activists, community leaders, or ordinary citizens who lived through that era.(Calder W & Clugston M 2015)
The second one is to prepare interview questions: Develop a list of questions that cover a wide range of topics related to Zambia’s independence, such as the significance of the event, historical events leading up to independence, challenges faced during the early years, achievements made, and reflections on the progress made over the five decades. Some examples of interview questions that you could ask are:
· What does Zambia’s 50th independence anniversary mean to you? 
· How do you plan to celebrate Zambia’s 50th independence anniversary?
· What are some of achievements or challenges that Zambia has faced since its independence, either economically or politically?
· How do you think Zambia has changed over the past 50 years?
· What are your hopes or fears for Zambia’s future? (Arcury C 2014)
The third one is to arrange interviews: Contact the interviewees and schedule convenient interview dates, times and locations. Ensure you have their consent to participate in the interviews. Also, provide a brief overview of the purpose of the study and its confidentiality assurances. (Bullard RD 2018)
The fourth one, to prepare recording equipment: Use audio or video recording equipment to capture the interviews accurately. Make sure the devices are functioning properly and have enough storage capacity. Also, test the equipment before the interviews to avoid any technical issues during the process. You should also record the interview with their permission, or take notes if recoding is not possible.
The fifth one is to Create a comfortable environment: Choose a quiet and comfortable location for the interviews. Ensure that the interviewees fee relaxed and at ease during the process. Offer them refreshments if appropriate.(Crundtland GH 2014)
The sixth one, Start with introductory questions: Begin the interview with some introductory questions to establish a rapport with interviewee. For example, ask about their background, their connection to Zambia, or any personal experiences related to the independence anniversary. (Arts B 2016)
The seventh one is, Ask open-ended questions: Encourage interviewees to share their personal experiences, memoirs, and reflections related to Zambia’s independence. Use open-ended questions to elicit detailed response. For instance: 
· How do you perceive the significance of Zambia’s independence?
· Can you share any persona experiences or memoirs from that time?
· In your opinion, what were the major challenges faced by Zambia during its early years of independence?
· How do you think Zambia has progressed since gaining independence?
The eighth step, Probe and clarify: Actively listen to the interviewee’s respondent and ask follow up questions to gain a deeper understanding or to clarify any ambiguous points. This can help gather more detailed information and ensure clarity in the collected data.
The nineth step, Respect cultural sensitivities: Be aware of and respectful towards the cultural context when conducting the interviews in Zambia. Adhere to local customs, traditions, and practices to create a comfortable environment for the interviewees. (Calder JC & Classton M 2016)
The tenth step, Transcribe and analyze the data: After the interviews, transcribe the recorded interviews and proceed with analyzing the data or summarize the notes as soon as possible, while the information is still fresh in your mind. You should also check the accuracy and completeness of the data, and store it securely. Look for common themes, patterns, and unique insights across the interviews. Organize the data in systematic manner to facilitate analysis.
The eleventh step, Draw conclusions and report findings: Analyze the data collected, draw conclusions based on the themes identified, and prepare a report summarizing the key findings from the oral interviews. Ensure the report highlights the diverse perspectives and experiences shared by the interviewees. After the interview, you need to thank the interviewee for their time and participation. (Charnovitz Steve 2017)
Remember to conduct the interviews ethically, respecting the privacy and perspectives of the interviewees throughout the process 
In conclusion, this study has helped on how to conduct oral interviews with Zambians to gather data on their perceptions and experience of the 50th anniversary of their country’s independence in 2014. The study can help to find or know the mix and complex feelings from Zambians about their country’s past, present, and future. The study can also help to find out different expectations and hopes from Zambians for their country’s future. The study can contribute to the understanding of Zambia’s social and political dynamics in a historical and contemporary context. It can also give voice to the people who are often marginalized or overlooked in official narratives and discourse.
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