

Education policies in Zambia have undergone through various significant changes and developments since 1991. This initiative was meant to improve the education system in Zambia as education remains an equalizer for all. It is a key driver for economic development, inequality and social development. 
This presentation seeks to highlight some changes which have taken place in Zambia’s education system and later on a conclusion shall be drawn. 
Universal Primary Education:
Since 1991, Zambia has made significant progress in achieving universal primary education and policy reforms. The major policy large scale changes that the Zambian government made since 1991 are, 1992 Focus On Learning, 1996 Educating Our Future, 2002 Free Basic Education Policy and the current policy 2022 Free Primary and Secondary school.
The 1992 Focus On Learning Policy Document. The main drive of the Focus On Learning Policy Document was that the principle purpose of schooling is student learning and learning was to be the first priority in all schools. The Policy Document aimed at promoting sounds values, rights of human beings, equal opportunities and equality of all human being in a country and also emphasised the need for the mobilisation of resources for the development of schools. (Ministry of Education).(1992).
 The 1996 Educating Our Future Policy Document came out in 1996 and this is third major national  policy document on education. Educating Our Future tried to address issues of the entire education system and also to improve on the 1992 Focus On Learning and stresses the importance of education for all children in primary, secondary and tertiary educational institutions. (Ministry of Education. 1996).
Free Basic Education Policy of 2002: In 2002, the Ministry of  Education enacted the Free Basic Education Policy from grade one up to seven which has subsequently led Zambia to dedicate substaintially more domestic resources to education. The policy aimed to improve access to education by eliminating the financial barriers that prevented many from attending school.(Ministry of Education. 2002).
The 2022 Policy Document for Free Primary and Secondary Education. Notably Zambia population is comprised of the median of 19 to 35 years. To cushion the agenda of improving the livehood of people, the government implemented free education policy. The policy aimed to increase access to education and reduce the barriers that hindered children, particularly from disadvantaged background from attending school. The government’s commitment to provide free primary and secondary education has significantly increased enrolment rates across the country, contributing to improved educational outcomes, reduced illiterate and essay access to education. This policy will help to reduced the gender gap in education. Some of gender challenges includes early marriages for female children, a grappling challenge that deprived so much children the right to education. (Government of the Republic of Zambia.[2022]. Education Policy Framework:2022-2030. Ministry of General Education. Government Printers).
In all these policy documents above, emphasis lay on large enrolments at primary school level as a way of attaining mass literacy needed by everyone for Sustainable Human Development(MoE, 1992; MoE, 1996; MoE, 2002 and MoGE, 2022). The key elements of these reforms have been to ensure increased access to primary education for all Zambians while also ensure quality and relevance (Moobola and Mulenga. 2022).
 Extract from the National Education Policy, Zambia:
“The National Education Policy of Zambia, implemented since 1991, aims to improve the education system in the country, recognizing its crucial role in driving economic development, reducing inequality, and fostering social development. The policy emphasizes the need for quality education that is accessible, inclusive, and relevant to the needs of the learners and the nation as a whole. It outlines various strategies and 
interventions to enhance educational outcomes, including curriculum reforms, teacher training and development, infrastructure improvement, and community involvement in education.”

Extract from the IMF report on Education in Zambia:
“The report highlights the importance of education in promoting economic growth and development in Zambia. It acknowledges the significant changes and developments that have occurred in the country’s education policies since 1991. These changes have aimed to address the challenges of access, equity, and quality in education. The report emphasizes the need for continued investment in education, particularly in areas such as early childhood education, skills 
development, and vocational training, to ensure that Zambia’s workforce is equipped with the necessary skills for the changing labour market.”

Extract from the Zambia Human Development Report 2015:

“The Zambia Human Development Report 2015 examines the role of education in promoting human development and reducing poverty and inequality in Zambia. It recognizes the reforms undertaken in the education sector since 1991 as crucial steps towards improving educational outcomes. The report highlights the importance of expanding access to education, improving the quality of education, and enhancing the relevance of education to the needs of the labour market in driving human development. It also 
underscores the need for targeted efforts to address the disparities and challenges faced by marginalized groups, such as girls, children with disabilities, and those in rural areas. “The education system in Zambia is governed by the Ministry of General Education, which sets the policies and regulations which continually are anchored upon securing quality education for all. This presentation seeks to highlight some changes which have taken place in Zambia’s education system and later on a conclusion shall be drawn 
Universal Primary Education: 
Curriculum Reforms; Curriculum reforms have been undertaken to improve the quality and relevance of education. In 2013, the Competency-Based Curriculum was introduced to provide a skills-based approach to teaching and learning. The curriculum aims to equip students with practical skills and knowledge necessary for the labour market and national development.
Teacher Training and Professional 
Development:
Efforts have been made to enhance teacher training and professional development. The government established the Zambia Institute of Special Education and the National In-Service Teacher Education Program to improve the quality and skills of teachers. Additionally, increased emphasis has been placed on continuous professional development programs for teachers to update their knowledge and teaching methods.
 Expansion of Secondary Education; Zambia has witnessed a significant expansion in secondary education access. The government has increased the number of secondary schools, particularly in rural areas, to ensure equitable access to education. 
This expansion has been accompanied by efforts to improve infrastructure, teacher 
recruitment, and the availability of learning materials in these schools. Extract from the book “Educational Reforms in Nigeria: Policy Implementation, Challenges, and Prospects”:

“This book delves into the educational reforms undertaken in Nigeria, focusing on the policy implementation, challenges faced, and prospects for the future. It acknowledges the importance of education in driving national development and highlights the need for comprehensive reforms to address the various issues prevalent in the Nigerian education system. The book explores topics such as curriculum development, teacher training, infrastructure improvement, and the role of technology in education. It emphasizes the importance of stakeholder collaboration and sustainable funding to ensure the 
successful implementation of educational reforms in Nigeria.”

 Extract from the journal article “Access to Quality Education in Developing Countries: A Case Study of Ghana”:
“This journal article analyses the challenges and opportunities in providing access to quality education in developing countries, with a specific focus on Ghana. It recognizes the pivotal role of education in poverty reduction, social mobility, and economic growth. The article discusses the efforts made by the Ghanaian government and various stakeholders to improve access to education, particularly for marginalized groups such as girls, children with disabilities, and those living in rural areas. It highlights the importance of inclusive and equitable education 
policies, investments in infrastructure, teacher training, and community engagement to ensure that all children have equal opportunities to receive a quality education.”

Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET); To bridge the skills gap and foster economic development, the Zambian government has prioritized the development of TVET. TVET institutions have been expanded, and programs have been introduced to offer practical skills training in areas such as agriculture, construction, and entrepreneurship. This aims to equip students with marketable skills and enhance their employment prospects.
Public-Private Partnerships; The government of Zambia has actively sought partnerships with the private sector to support education. This has included 
collaborations for school construction, provision of teaching materials, and scholarships. Public-private partnerships have helped improve educational facilities, access to technology, and resource availability.
Investment in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) I; Education: Zambia has recognized the importance of ICT in education. The government has undertaken initiatives to integrate technology in schools, improve digital literacy, and provide access to e-learning platforms. This has aimed to enhance the quality of education and prepare students for the digital age.
Since 1991, Zambia has made significant developments in its education policies and systems. Efforts have been focused on achieving universal primary education, curriculum reforms, improving teacher 
training, expanding secondary and technical education, promoting public-private partnerships, and investing in ICT in education. These initiatives have aimed to provide quality education, increase access, and align education with the needs of the economy and society.
Curriculum Reforms: Zambia has implemented several curriculum reforms aimed at increasing relevance and quality in education. For instance, in 2013, the government introduced a new competency-based curriculum known as the Revised Zambian Basic Education Curriculum. 
This curriculum emphasizes practical skills and includes subjects like entrepreneurship, life skills, and a focus on science and technology.
Infrastructure Development: Zambia has invested in expanding and improving educational infrastructure. This includes the construction of new schools and classrooms, particularly in rural areas, as well as the provision of other essential facilities like libraries and science laboratories. These infrastructure developments have been vital in increasing access to education and creating a conducive learning environment.
Teacher Training and Recruitment: Efforts have been made to enhance the quality of teaching in Zambia. The government has 
invested in professional development programs for teachers and implemented the Teacher Education Program at various institutions. Additionally, measures have been taken to improve the recruitment and deployment of teachers, particularly in underserved areas, to address the issue of teacher shortages.

 Technology Integration: In recent years, Zambia has focused on integrating technology into its education system. Initiatives such as the introduction of computer labs, provision of e-learning platforms, and the use of interactive teaching aids have aimed to enhance learning outcomes and prepare students for an increasingly digital world.

Following political and economic reforms in the early 1990s, Zambia witnessed a shift towards a more decentralized education system. This change allowed for increased community involvement and participation in decision-making processes related to education. It also aimed to address the issues of quality, equity, and relevance in education.
Furthermore, Zambia has undertaken efforts to align its education system with global trends, including the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. The SDGs emphasize the importance of quality education, inclusive learning environments, and lifelong learning opportunities. Zambia's education 
policies have been aligned with these goals, focusing on improving learning outcomes, reducing disparities, and promoting inclusive education.

Despite these positive changes, challenges persist in Zambia's education system. Issues such as insufficient funding, inadequate infrastructure, high dropout rates, lack of adequate materials to aid learning, compromised teacher-learner ratio and a shortage of qualified teachers remain. Additionally, the COVID-19 pandemic has posed further challenges, disrupting learning and exacerbating educational inequalities.

In conclusion, Zambia has witnessed significant changes in its education policies since 1991. The introduction of free basic education, increased community participation, and alignment with global education goals have all 
contributed to improving access to quality education. However, there is still work to be done to overcome the remaining challenges and ensure that every Zambian child has access to an inclusive, equitable, and quality education.






                                     


  REFERENCES
Ministry of Education (1977). Education Reforms: Proposals and Recommendation. Lusaka: Government Printers.
Ministry of Education. (1992).Focus On Learning: Stratregies for the Development of school Education in Zambia. Lusaka: ZEPH.
Minisrty of Education (1996). Education Our Future. Lusaka: ZEPH 
Minisrty of Education. (2002). The Basic Framework. Lusaka: Curriculum Development Centre.
Government of the Republic of Zambia. (2022). Education Policy Framework: 2022-2030. Ministry of General Education. Government Printers.
.Ministry of General Education, Republic of Zambia (2021). National Education Policy,
 
 International Monetary Fund (2016). Zambia: Selected Issues - Education in Zambia. 

 Manja, K. L. (2018). Education for All: The Zambian Experience. International Journal of Contemporary Research and Review, 9(3), 21016-21023.

 Zambian Watchdog (2017). Zambian Education Sector Reforms Since 19915. United Nations Development 
Programme (2015). Zambia Human Development Report 2015.

  Musonda, P., & Chiturumani, T. N. (2015). Educational Policies in Zambia: Issues and Challenges, 6(7), 316-326.

Sinyangwe, O. (2014). Decentralization and Local Government Education in Zambia: Policy Implementation and Challenges. International Journal of Innovative Research and Development, 3(12), 153-160.
