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THE UNIVERSITY OF ZAMBIA

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF LITERATURE AND LANGUAGES


2021/2022 FINAL EXAMINATIONS 



LIT 1100 – STUDIES IN WRITING SKILLS AND LITERATURE


TIME: DURATION (3) HOURS

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Please write your computer number on every answer booklet used.

1. There are FOUR sections in this exam. Answer ONE question from each section. Each question carries 25 marks.

1. Dictionaries and texts are NOT allowed in the examination room.						



Section A – Introduction to Literature [25 marks]
1. ANSWER -  EITHER 
A)	In not more than six sentences each, briefly explain the difference between the following terms. Endeavor to give appropriate examples: 
a) Oral Literature and written Literature
b) Prose fiction and non-fiction Prose
c) Assonance and alliteration
d) Simile and Metaphor
e) Oxymoron and paradox
OR
B) In not more than three sentences each, give brief definitions and explanations of the fundamental literary terms below:
a) Literature
b) Poetry
c) Drama
d) Realism
e) Symbolism
f) Onomatopoeia
g) Setting
h) Plot
i) Point of View
j) Verisimilitude

Section B – Oral Literature and Prose -Answer ONLY ONE question [25 marks]
2. With reference to any folktale of your choice, examine how folktales are a reflection of the society that produces them.	

3. Who really is the protagonist in Hemingway's A Short Happy Life of Francis Macomber?


Section C – Poetry - Answer ONLY ONE question [25 marks]
4. Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow

CONCORD HYMN
By Ralph Waldo Emerson
Sung at the Completion of the Battle Monument, July 4, 1837

By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
   Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood
   And fired the shot heard round the world.

The foe long since in silence slept;
   Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
   Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.

On this green bank, by this soft stream,
   We set today a votive stone;
That memory may their deed redeem,
   When, like our sires, our sons are gone.

Spirit, that made those heroes dare
   To die, and leave their children free,
Bid Time and Nature gently spare
   The shaft we raise to them and thee.

a. How many stanzas does the poem have and how many lines are in each stanza?
b. What is the poem talking about?
c. Rewrite the poem in simple and translated version.
d. What do the words “silence slept” and “silent sleeps” refer to in the poem?
e. What do the following words mean;  “When, like our sires, our sons are gone”
f. What does the poem say about time and nature?

5. Read the lines below and answer questions that follow.
Africa								1
Africa my Africa							
Africa of proud warriors in ancestral savannahs		 3
Africa of whom my grandmother sings
On the banks of the distant river				 5
I have never known you
But your blood flows in my veins
Your beautiful black blood that irrigates the fields		 8
…………………………..
Africa tell me Africa 						13
Is this you this back that is bent.		   		14
(David Diop)

a. Analyse these lines from the poem.
[bookmark: _GoBack]b. Mention the types of imagery you find in these lines.
c. Discuss the figures of speech embedded in these lines.

Section D – Drama - Answer ONLY ONE question [25 marks]
6. By focusing on the key elements of tragedy, explain what makes Oedipus the King by Sophocles a tragic play.

7. Discuss the plot of Oedipus the King using Freytag’s pyramid. Pay particular attention to the following (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Denouement). 
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