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ASSIGNMENT QUESTION 
Justify the essence of the Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) in Zambia, and suggest how the challenges occasioned by its implementation since 2022 can be overcome in the education system.


Education is a fundamental right of every individual. It is a tool that drives people to overcome poverty, ignorance, and inequality. In Zambia, education is recognized as a key driver of economic and social development. However, access to education have been a challenge for many Zambians, particularly those from low-income families. This essay aims to justify the essence of the Free education Policy (FEP) and suggest how the challenges it has faced since implementation in 2022 can be overcome in the education system.
Chapulapula (2017) defined free education as education that is funded through taxation, or charitable organizations rather than tuition fees. The purpose of implementing Free Primary Education (FEP) by the government is to fulfil the commitment it makes in several international forums to provide free primary education to all children of school-going age irrespective of the socio-economic status of their parents. 
The Zambian government implemented the Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) to ensure equal access to education for all children, irrespective of their financial status. The policy aimed to enhance literacy rates, alleviate poverty, and stimulate economic growth. By offering free education, individuals gain the necessary knowledge and skills to become self-sufficient and productive members of society. Zambia prioritized education as a means of equalizing opportunities, particularly for disadvantaged youth. The introduction of free primary education was driven by international pressure and the recognition that many children were being denied education due to extreme poverty, cultural barriers, and child labor. This initiative focused on providing quality education, including foundational literacy and essential life skills, for young learners to successfully integrate into society (Ministry of Education, 2021). 
The Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) in Zambia is essential for several reasons. Firstly, it aims to provide access to education for all children, regardless of their economic background. Before the policy, children from low-income families were unable to afford schooling, resulting in educational disparities between the rich and the poor (Moobola & Mulenga, 2020). The FEP addresses this issue by ensuring that education is accessible to all, promoting social equity and equal opportunities.
Secondly, the Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) in Zambia is aligned with the country's efforts to reduce poverty and promote economic growth. Education plays a crucial role in poverty reduction by equipping individuals with the necessary skills and knowledge to secure better job opportunities. The FEP enables children from low-income families to receive an education, expanding their prospects and empowering them to contribute to the country's economic growth. The Government of the Republic of Zambia (2022) acknowledges the significance of education in poverty reduction and recognizes the FEP as a means to provide equal access to education for all children, irrespective of their economic background.
Furthermore, the FEP aims to foster economic growth and development in Zambia. Education is a key driver of economic progress, as it cultivates innovation, creativity, and productivity among individuals. By providing free education, the FEP seeks to create a well-educated workforce that can contribute to the country's development. Moobola and Mulenga (2020) emphasize the importance of education in stimulating economic growth and highlight the potential of the FEP to create a more skilled and productive workforce. By investing in education through the FEP, Zambia can harness the human capital needed to drive economic prosperity and achieve sustainable development goals.
Moreover, the FEP promotes social equity by ensuring that education is accessible to all children, regardless of their economic background. Before the policy's implementation, children from low-income families often faced barriers in accessing quality education, leading to educational disparities between the rich and the poor. The FEP addresses this issue by providing free education and reducing financial constraints for families. This promotes social equity and equal opportunities for all children, regardless of their socio-economic status. Chapulapula (2017) highlight the significance of the FEP in bridging educational gaps and promoting social inclusion in Zambia.
Additionally, the FEP recognizes the transformative power of education in empowering individuals and communities. By offering free education, the policy aims to equip students with the necessary knowledge, skills, and values to become active and engaged citizens. The FEP focuses not only on academic learning but also on the development of essential life skills. It aims to provide students with a holistic education that prepares them for their future roles in society. The government's commitment to the FEP demonstrates the recognition of education as a fundamental right and a means to empower individuals and promote social progress (Government of the Republic of Zambia, 2022).
However, the Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) in Zambia faces significant challenges that impede its effectiveness. Inadequate infrastructure and insufficient funding for schools, particularly in rural areas, pose a major obstacle to the policy's impact. This lack of infrastructure compromises the quality of education and limits the potential benefits of the FEP (Moobola & Mulenga, 2020). Additionally, the funding constraints faced by rural schools further exacerbate the existing educational disparities between urban and rural areas (State House, 2009).
In addition to infrastructure and funding challenges, the FEP encounters issues related to staffing in schools. A survey conducted by the Ministry of Education highlights that some teachers lack the necessary qualifications and experience to handle the increased workload associated with the implementation of the FEP. This staffing issue not only hampers the quality of education provided to students but also contributes to the problem of understaffing in schools, further straining the effectiveness of the FEP (Chapulapula, 2017). 
Equity and access in education continue to be persistent challenges in Zambia, even with the implementation of free education. While education itself is provided free of charge, there are still financial barriers that hinder equal access for all students. Families often struggle to afford additional costs such as uniforms, transportation, and school supplies, which creates disparities in educational opportunities based on socioeconomic backgrounds. A study conducted by Kabaso (2019) highlights that despite the introduction of free education, financial constraints remain a significant hurdle for many families, particularly those from low-income backgrounds.
The unwieldy curriculum in Zambia poses another challenge to the effectiveness of the Free Education Policy. The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) lacks flexibility, making it difficult for schools and teachers to effectively implement it. This rigidity presents learning difficulties for children and becomes a significant obstacle in achieving the objectives of the FEP. Moobola and Mulenga (2020) emphasize the need for a more flexible curriculum that can adapt to the diverse needs of students and enhance the overall quality of education.
Additionally, the lack of access to educational technology hampers the potential impact of the Free Education Policy in Zambia. While many countries have integrated digital learning tools into their education systems, Zambia lags behind in this aspect. Limited access to digital learning tools negatively affects students' education and hinders their ability to fully benefit from the FEP. The incorporation of technology in education has the potential to enhance learning outcomes, foster digital literacy skills, and prepare students for the modern workforce. However, without adequate access to educational technology, students in Zambia are disadvantaged in terms of their educational opportunities and overall learning experience (Kabaso, 2019).
To address the challenges facing the Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) in Zambia, it is crucial for the government to prioritize investment in the education system. Adequate funding should be allocated to construct new schools and renovate existing ones, improving the overall infrastructure and learning environment for students. This investment will help overcome the challenge of inadequate infrastructure, ultimately enhancing the quality of education (Chapulapula, 2017).
Furthermore, to tackle the issue of understaffing in schools, the government should provide incentives to attract and retain qualified teachers. This can be achieved through initiatives such as in-service training programs and offering competitive remuneration packages. By investing in the professional development and welfare of teachers, the government can ensure a skilled and motivated workforce in schools, leading to improved educational outcomes (Moobola & Mulenga, 2020).
To address the inflexible curriculum, the government should review and update it to meet the diverse needs and aspirations of students. A more flexible curriculum will empower teachers to implement it effectively, providing students with relevant and engaging learning experiences. Regular consultations with stakeholders, including teachers and educational experts, can guide the curriculum review process and ensure its alignment with national educational goals (State House, 2009).
In terms of access to educational technology, collaboration between the government and the private sector is essential. By partnering with technology companies, the government can provide schools with digital learning tools and resources. This will bridge the digital divide, ensuring that all students have equal access to educational technology, which can enhance their learning experience and prepare them for the digital age (Kabaso, 2019).
In conclusion, the Free Primary and Secondary Education Policy (FEP) in Zambia is a crucial step towards ensuring equal access to education and promoting social equity. Despite the challenges it faces, such as inadequate infrastructure, insufficient funding, staffing issues, an inflexible curriculum, and limited access to educational technology, these obstacles can be overcome through targeted investments and strategic reforms. By prioritizing funding for infrastructure, providing incentives for qualified teachers, reviewing and updating the curriculum, and fostering partnerships with the private sector for access to educational technology, Zambia can unlock the full potential of the FEP. By doing so, the government can empower its citizens, reduce poverty, and foster economic growth, ultimately creating a brighter and more equitable future for all.





REFERENCES
Government of the Republic of Zambia. (2022). Education Policy Framework: 2022-2030. 	Ministry of General Education. Government Printers.
Moobola, S., & Mulenga, I. (2020). Access, Equity, and Challenges of Free Education Policy in 	Zambia. International Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Studies, 7(2), 105-	114.
State House. (2009). Vision 2030: The Zambia We Want. Republic of Zambia, Lusaka.
Chapulapula, K. (2017). The Impact of Free Primary Education on Access and Quality in 	Zambia: A Case Study of Lusaka District. Journal of Education and Practice, 8(18), 	156-166.
Kabaso, S. (2019). The Challenges of Free Education in Zambia: A Case of Selected Schools in 	Kitwe District. International Journal of Education, Learning and Development, 7(4), 1-	16.
Ministry of Education. (2021). National Curriculum Framework for Early Childhood 	Education and Primary Education in Zambia. Government Printers.

