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QUESTION:
                WHAT SHOULD ZAMBIA DO TO IMPROVE THE ECONOMY AND LIVING STANDARDS OF CITIZENS?
                                                  
Zambia is a nation endowed with abundant natural resources and she stands at a critical juncture in its economic development. Despite its significant potential, the country has faced and continues to face challenges that hinder the improvement of living standards for its citizens. These challenges could be attributed to heavy reliance on copper mining, inadequate infrastructure, limited access to quality education and healthcare, and widespread poverty with more than 40% of the population leaving below the poverty line. Therefore, this essay is an attempt to explain what Zambia should do to improve the economy and living standards of citizens. This essay will start by defining the meaning of economic development and living standards. Thereafter, it will end over by explaining what Zambia should do to improve the economy and living standards of citizens. Finally, a suitable conclusion shall be drawn based on what will be explained in the proceeding explanation.     
Todaro and Smith (2012), describes economic development as being concerned with the efficient allocation of existing scarce (idle) productive resources and with their sustained growth over time, it must also deal with the economic, social, political, and institutional mechanisms, both public and private, necessary to bring about rapid and large-scale improvements in levels of living for the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and formerly socialist transition economies. Living standards can be defined as the quality of housing, material comfort, and wealth experienced by an individual or group.
 Zambia ranks among the countries with the highest levels of poverty and inequality globally this is according to data sourced from the World Bank. Poverty reached 60% of the population in 2022, up from 54.4% in 2015, worsened by limited job creation and declining labor earnings. The urban population heavily affected with what can termed as urban poverty. The spike in poverty levels has been linked to the COVID-19 pandemic and ensuing debt crises. Meanwhile rural poverty remained widespread and stagnant, surpassing 75% since 2010 (World Bank,2024). 
Additionally, Zambia faces many challenges to economic growth including climate change, energy, transportation, mining, corruption, unsustainable national debt, minimal job creation, high unemployment levels, widespread poverty and lack of infrastructure. A severe drought in 2024 has negatively impacted agriculture, food production, electricity, and water supply. Economic research on climate impacts has long revealed that only a limited fraction of the market economy is vulnerable to climate change: agriculture, coastal resources, energy forestry, tourism, and water (Pearce et al. 1996). These sectors make up about five percent of the of the global economy (Mendelsohn, 2009).
To achieve economic development and improved standards of living for its citizens Zambia needs to rigorously undergo economic diversification. Economic diversification is the process of shifting an economy away from a single income source toward sources from a growing range of sectors and markets. Providing support for smallholder farmers helps in increasing productivity and diversify crops results in increased agricultural development (Trading Economics).   
 Infrastructure Development, Modernizing and expanding infrastructure is critical for economic growth. Improved transportation networks, energy supply, and digital connectivity facilitate trade, enhance productivity, and attract both domestic and foreign investments (International Trade Administration). Prioritizing rural infrastructure development can also bridge the urban-rural divide, ensuring more inclusive economic progress. In recent years, that is before the year 2021 Zambia underwent a significant amount of infrastructure development in particular the transport sector which saw massive road construction projects nationwide, these roads have now become a source of government revenue through the enactment of toll gates which has seen government collect fees from motorists.
Furthermore, strengthening health care systems and social services improves the quality of life and productivity of the population. A healthy workforce is more capable of contributing effectively to economic activities. Additionally, robust social safety nets can mitigate the impact of economic shocks on the most vulnerable, promoting social stability (Pearce et al 1996). Some current strategies currently implemented include a national health insurance scheme (NHIMA). 
In conclusion, a multi-faceted strategy that encompasses economic diversification, infrastructure development, education, health, good governance, environmental sustainability, financial inclusion, and regional integration is essential for boosting Zambia's economy and improving the standards of living for its people. By addressing these areas comprehensively, Zambia can build a resilient, inclusive, and prosperous future for all its citizens.
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