introduction
The Irumide Belt is an east-northeast-trending orogenic belt situated on the
southern margin of the Bangweulu Block, part of the Congo Craton. It is composed of
Paleoproterozoic basement and supracrustal units intruded by various granitoid suites.
To the southwest, lithologies of the Irumide Belt are structurally overlain by Neopro-
terozoic nappes of the Lufilian Belt 
and the Zambezi Belt .
The Irumide Belt was first described by Ackermann (1950, 1960) as a fold and
thrust belt, which showed a marked divergence from northwest-directed thrusting
towards a foreland in the Bangweulu Block to southeast-directed back-thrusting
towards the terranes of the Zambezi and Southern Irumide belts that were overprinted
during subsequent Neoproterozoic tectonism. 
Later mapping revealed that the Mkushi Gneiss and the Muva were intruded by
various granitoid plutons (Stillman, 1965), while the Muva itself comprised amphibolite-
and greenschist-facies components. 
The Irumide Belt was interpreted by Daly (ms, 1986) as a
thin-skinned fold- and thrust belt, with northwest-directed tectonic transport, in which
extensive crustal shortening was accommodated through tight folding and thrusting
within the Irumide Belt and along lateral shear zones within the Ubendian Belt. 
 the age of granitoid rocks
intruding both basement and supracrustals, and the timing of tectonism were constrained
until recent years (see Ph. D. dissertation of De Waele, 2005).
