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Resource description and Access
RDA is a standard for describing information 
resources regardless of format

–Not for displaying bibliographic information. 
RDA provides a comprehensive set of 
guidelines and instructions on formulating 
data to support resource discovery, covering 
all types of content and media (RDA 0.0).
Relies on FRBR and FRAD: RDA views each 
item in relation to other items, places and 
events



The RDA toolkit
• The RDA Toolkit is an integrated, 

browser-based, online product that 
allows users to interact with a collection of 
cataloging-related documents and 
resources including RDA.

• RDA is the most prominent document in 
the RDA Toolkit’s collection of cataloging-
related documents.





RDA: Vocabulary

• FRBR Entities
– Group 1 – Work, Expression, Manifestation, Item
– Group 2 – Person, Family, Corporate Body
– Group 3 – Concept, Object, Event, Place 

• User Tasks
– FRBR – Find, Identify, Select, Obtain (FISO)
– FRAD – Find, Identify, Contextualize, Justify

• RDA Redefines many AACR2 terms



RDA Vocabulary
AACR2 Term

Area
Main Entry
Added Entry
Uniform Title
Heading
See Reference

Author, Composer, etc.
Physical Description

RDA Term
Element/Attribute
Authorized Access Point
Access Point
Preferred Title of Work
Preferred Access Point
Variant Access Point
Creator
Carrier Description



RDA Organisation/Structure
• RDA is organized according to User tasks 

to help users “identify” and “relate” 
resources

• Identifying elements for each thing we 
describe are addressed separately in each 
chapter.

• Unlike AACR2, RDA is not organized by 
class of materials:  there are no separate 
chapters for books, printed music, etc.



AACR2 Structure
Part I – Description
1. General Rules for 
Description
2. Books, Pamphlets, and 
Printed Sheets
3. Cartographic Materials
4. Manuscripts
5. Music
6. Sound Recordings
7. Motion Pictures and 
Video recordings
8. Graphic Materials
9. Electronic Resources
10.Three-Dimensional 
Artefacts and Realia

11.Microforms
12.Continuing Resources
13.Analysis  
Part II – Headings, 
Uniform 
Titles, and References
21.Choice of Access Points
22.Headings for Persons
23.Geographic Names
24.Headings for Corporate
Bodies
25.Uniform Titles
26.References



RDA Struture 
• RDA is not organized by class of 

materials:  there are no separate 
chapters for books, printed music, Maps 
etc.
– Why is this so? 

• RDA has 10 sections and 37 chapters 
nested within sections. 





RDA: Organisation

The first four sections of RDA deal with 
Recording Attributes of . . . 

• Section 1: Manifestation & Item
• Section 2: Work & Expression

• Section 3: Person, Family, & Corporate Body
• Section 4: Concept, Object, Event & Places

FRBR group 1

FRBR 
group 2 & 
Group 3





RDA Organisation/stucture 
The next section of RDA deals with Recording 

Primary Relationships . . .
• Section 5: Relationship between Work, 

Expression, Manifestation, & Item
• FRBR based catalogued records don’t just 

describe things contained in the catalogue 
“but their relationship to other things in the 
bibl iographic universe - not only to i ts 
creators & previous editions, but theoretically, 
to any other thing that may be of use to an 
end use” (Welsh & Batley, 2012) 



Work

Expression

Manifestation

Item

is realized through

is embodied in

is exemplified by
one

many

Group 1 entities & relationships

• The different information
 resources are linked
• One must lead to another
• Increases patron choice  
 





RDA: Organization
The next two sections of RDA deal with 

Recording Relationships to . . .

• Section 6: Persons, Families, & Corporate 
Bodies

• Section 7: Concepts, Objects, Events, & 
Places





RDA: Organization
The final three sections of RDA deal with 
Recording Relationships between . . .
• Section 8: Works, Expressions, 

Manifestations, & Items
• Section 9: Persons, Families, & Corporate 

Bodies
• Section 10: Concepts, Objects, Events, & 

Places





RDA Organization/Structure
RDA Chapters: 
Chapters are nested within sections & are 

organized in alignment with the FRBR 
and FRAD user tasks (FISO)

• Each section begins with a chapter of 
general guidelines.

• General guidelines include functional 
objectives and principles.

• Subsequent chapters include instructions 
that support one of the user tasks.



RDA Organization
Section 1: Recording attributes of manifestation and 

item. 
• Chapter 1 General guidelines on recording 

attributes of manifestations and items
– General guidelines

• Chapter 2 Identifying manifestations and 
items
– FRBR task = Identify

• Chapter 3 Describing carriers
– FRBR task = Select

• Chapter 4 Providing acquisition and access 
information
– FRBR task = Obtain







RDA Organization

Section 1: Recording attributes of manifestation and 
item. 

• Chapter 1 General guidelines on recording 
attributes of manifestations and items
– General guidelines

• Chapter 2 Identifying manifestations and 
items
– FRBR task = Identify

• Chapter 3 Describing carriers
– FRBR task = Select

• Chapter 4 Providing acquisition and access 
information
– FRBR task = Obtain



• ISBD Display standard 
8 areas of description 
– Title and statement of 

responsibility
– Edition 
– Materials specific details 
– Publication 
– Content type, Carrier type, 

Media type 
• Text - Volume – Unmediated
• Sound – MP3 CD – MP3 

player( Computer)    
– Physical description 
– Series 
–  Notes 
– ISBN 

Getting guidelines from the 
RDA toolkit 

Cataloguing session 

RDA Content Standard



RDA Organization 



Doing Descriptive cataloguing in RDA

RDA Elements
• CORE  AND CORE-IF ELEMENTS
• Core elements have to always be 

recorded if applicable and available  
• Core elements are selected according to the FRBR 

assessment of the value of each attribute and 
relationship in supporting user tasks:-FISO  

• Core-if Elements recorded only in certain 
situations 



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
• Other elements are open to judgment and 

local policy
– Elements outside of Core and Core-If are 

optional
– If needed to help users fulfill user tasks
– If access points, consider impact on authority 

work



Subtitle 





Rember in RDA, Areas 
are refered to as 

Elements
Also, Area 3- Material 
Specific Details - has 
been replaced with a 
new element called: 
Content type, Media 
type and Carrier type  



Example creating metadata using RDA



Area/Element Details 

1 Title and Statement 
of responsibility  

The search for significance: Seeing your true worth 
through Gods eyes / Robert S. McGee 

4 Edition Revised and Expanded 

5 Publisher Date and 
Place 

Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2003

Content type
Carrier type
Media type 

Text
Volume 
Unmediated 

6 Physical 
description 

181 pages;  24cm 

7 Series - 

8 Notes First published in 1990 

9 Standard Number ISBN: 0849944279
ISBN-13: 9780849944277



Subtitle 



Example
Records management and knowledge 
mobilisation: A handbook for regulations, 
innovation and transformation / Stephen 
Harries._ Lusaka: Bookworld Publihsers, 
2013._ 23 pages; 20cm._(Africa writers series, 
no.10 / University of Zambia)._Originally 
published in the UK._102027937589: K120



Records management and knowledge 
mobilisation: a handbook for regulations, 
innovation transformation / Stephen 
Harries._ Second edition._ Lusaka: 
Bookworld Publishers, 2013._23 pages; 
20cm._(Africa writers series / University of 
Zambia)._Originally published in the 
UK._102027937589:K120  



RDA Element Bibliographic data record 
Title and statement of 
responsibility 

Records management and knowledge 
mobilisation: A handbook for regulations, 
innovation transformation / by Stephen Harries

Edition Second and revised edition 
2nd edition/ by  Liden 
Revised edition/ Ruth  
Rev. edition 

Material (or Type of publication)  
Specific details 
• Content type 
• Carrier type 
• Media type 
Publication, distribution, ect. Lusaka: Book world Publishers, 2013

Physical description 23 pages; 20cm.
Series (Africa writers series, no.10)

Notes Originally published in the UK.
Standard number 102027937589



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
Step 1: Identify attributes of manifestation and 
item
• Title (RDA 2.3)
• Statement of responsibility relating to title proper 

(RDA 2.4)
• Edition statement (RDA 2.5)
• Publication statement (RDA 2.8)
• Series statement (RDA 2.12)
• Mode of issuance (RDA 2.13)
• Identifier for the manifestation (RDA 2.15)
• Note on manifestation or item (RDA 2.20)



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
Step 2: Describe carrier
• Content type = “the form of communication through which 

the content is expressed and the human sense through 
which it is intended to be perceived.

• Carrier type (RDA 3.2) = “the format of the storage 
medium and housing of a carrier in combination with the 
type of intermediation device required to view, play, run, 
etc., the content of a resource”.

• Media type (RDA 3.2) = “the general type of intermediation 
device required to view, play, run, etc., the content of a 
resource”.

• Extent of text (RDA 3.4.5)
• Dimension for volume (RDA 3.5.1.4.14)

In AACR2, this was called GMD or Specific Material 
Designation. 



RDA Element Bibliographic data record 

Title and statement of 
responsibility 

Edition 

Material (or Type of publication)  
Specific details 
• Content type 
• Media type
• Carrier type

• Unmediated, Computer, Audio 
• Tex, Sound recording, 

Publication, distribution, ect 

Physical description 

Series 

Notes 

Standard number 



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA

Step 3: Describe acquisition and access 
information
• Terms of availability (RDA 4.2)
• Contact information (RDA 4.3)



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
Step 4: Identify attributes of work and 
expression
• Title of the work (RDA 6.2)
• Form of the work (RDA 6.3)
• Date of the work (RDA 6.4)
• Identifier for the work (RDA 6.8)
• Content type (RDA 6.9)
• Date of expression (RDA 6.10)
• Language of expression (RDA 6.11)
• Identifier for the expression (RDA 6.10)



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
Step 5: Describe content
• Intended audience (RDA 7.7)
• Language of content (RDA 7.12)
• Illustrative content (RDA 7.15)
• Supplementary content (RDA 7.16)
• Colour content (RDA 7.17)



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
Step 3: Record primary relationships 
between work, expression, manifestation, 
item
•Work manifested (RDA 17.8 )
•Expression manifested (RDA 17.10)



Descriptive cataloguing process in RDA
Step 7: Record relationships to persons, 
families, corporate bodies
• Creator (RDA 19.2)
• Relationship designator RDA 18.5



Stages of Cataloguing a Simple 
Book Margaret Mering, Editor (2014)
1st Step: What are you cataloguing
•Preferred source of information
•Mode of issuance
•Content type
•Media type
•Carrier type



Stages of Cataloguing a Simple 
Book Margaret Mering, Editor (2014)

• 2nd Step: What do you see?
• Title proper
• Other title information
• Statement of responsibility relating to title proper
• Creator 
• Contributor
• Publication statement 
• Edition statement
• Title proper of series 
•  identifier of manifestation 



Stages of Cataloguing a Simple 
Book Margaret Mering, Editor (2014)
• 3rd Step: What do you record 
• Extent
• Illustrative content
• Colour Content
• Dimensions 
• Notes 
•  Language of content 



Examples

• Below are some of the examples in 
creating bibliographic records using RDA







Lets US catalogue 
RDA Element Data Recorded FRBR Entity
Title proper

Statement of responsibility 
relating to title proper

Designation of edition

Place of publication, 

Publisher's name

Date of publication

Title proper of series

Identifier for the manifestation

Media type

Carrier type

Extent of text

Dimensions

Content type

Work manifested

Creator 

Relationship designator



Example 
Title page 

Verso of title page 



Bibliographic record 

ME: Gray, David E. 
Doing research in the real World / David E. 
Gray . – London ; California ; New Delhi : 
Sage Publication Ltd,  2004 . – 345 pages; 
23cm.– Includes index and Bibliography.– 
ISBN 0761948783; ISBN 0761987891 (pbk)
AE: Title 



Example 2
Title Page 

Verso of title page 



Example

ME: Blanchard, Ken
Lead like Jesus revisited: lesson from the 
greatest leadership role model of all time / 
Ken Blanchard,  Phil Hodges, Phyllis Hendry 
. – Second edition .– USA: W Publishing 
Group, 2016 .– 128 pages; 20cm .– Includes 
bibliography .– ISBN 234943835930 : $25

AE: i. Hodges Phil, ii. Hendry Phyllis iii. Title 



Title page Title page verso



Example 3
ME: Dickens, Charles 

The mystery of Edwin Drood / by Charles Dickens; with 
twelve illustrations by Luke Fildes and two by Charles 
Collins and an introduction by S.C Roberts.– Second Edition 
/ John Phiri . -- Oxford ; London; New York : Oxford 
University Press, 1956. 

xx, 245 pages; 24cm.-- text. -- unmediated. -- volume. 

Includes Bibliography and Index
first published in six monthly parts Jan –Sep 1870. 
ISBN 0192545167

Added E: i. Title, ii. Fildes, L., iii. Roberts, S.C. 
Subject headings: 1. History 2. History of Africa



Title page Title page verso



Kriegel, Robert J.
If it ain’t broke… break it! : and other unconventional 

wisdom for a changing business world / Robert J. Kreigel
 and Louis Patler. -- New York : Warner Books, c1991.

xix, 284 pages ; 24 cm. -- text. -- unmediated. -- volume. 

Includes bibliographical references (pages 278-284).
ISBN 0-446-51539-6

1. Success in business.  2. Job stress.  3. Organizational
change.  I. Patler, Louis.  II. Title.

Catalog Card (pre-RDA)

HF
5386
.K855
1991



Questions 


