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Introduction 
This essay is going to identify and briefly explain eight policy decisions made by the elite in Zambia. To begin with the key terms which are ‘policy decision’ and ‘elite’ will be defined, thereafter, the topic sentence will be discussed in the main body and a conclusion will be drawn at the end.
Definition of key terms
Dente (2014) views policy decisions as complex processes shaped by legal frameworks, political dynamics and administrative procedures, emphasizing the interplay between law, politics and public administration in shaping policy outcomes.
[bookmark: _Hlk162565533]Scott defines (describes) an elite at the height of its popularity as almost any powerful, advantaged, qualified, privileged, or superior group or category might be described as elite. It was applied to such diverse groups as politicians, bishops, intelligent people, aristocrats, lawyers, and successful criminals, (Scott 2008:27).
Re-entry Policy
[bookmark: _Hlk163941632]This policy aims at allowing pregnant girls to return to school after maternity leave, enabling them to continue their education. For example, Judith Mweemba's 17-year-old pregnant daughter, Silanga Mwampamba, resumed schooling under this policy. (Xinhua/Lillian Banda). Another success story is Mails Mbewe, a 23-year-old medical officer specializing in clinical medicine and a mother of a seven-year-old. Despite becoming pregnant and a mother at a young age, she achieved her educational goals. It has also Supported girls to stay in school has effectively improved the overall well- of women and girls and contributed to ending the cycle of poverty linked to early marriages. On the contrary, it has emulated as a bad example to other girls leading to more pregnancies in school, systematic barriers, continued risk of dropout as well as stigma and discrimination, (Kabwe, Alfred 2017).
Farmer Input Subsidy Policy 
Government aims to increase maize production and improve food security amongst small-scale farmers by supplying inputs such as fertilizer and maize seed at a subsided price. For instance, it has increased input access, as well as improved productivity, also enhanced food security and alleviation of poverty. However, it has experienced some side effects which include police arresting 12 people and two government officers for stealing fertilizer in Petauke, (ZANIS 2023) and the Ministry of Agriculture delaying to distribute farming inputs for the 2018/2019 season which affected the agricultural performance, (Chibala.M 2023). Most FISP beneficiaries have also failed to achieve self-sufficiency towards advancing in commercial farming (Dora.S 2023) and well-connected individuals have been receiving a disproportionate share of the benefits leaving out those who truly need support.
Youth Employment and Development Policy
This is established so as to coordinate youth activities, evaluate and maintain youth programs, assist and encourage organisations on youth development in the initiation of youth training and development programs, and initiate, operate and manage non-profit or profit-making projects in support of youth development. In practical the 2024 National Youth Week was held in March Under the theme Zambia@60: Be the Change, offered a range of activities that saw the active participation of youth in community. Skills development bursary in chilanga town council. Empowerment through entrepreneurship (Leah Chewe, 2016). Negatively is social stigma and discrimination of youth from marginalized backgrounds. Lack of access to finance hindering growth of youth led enterprises and innovation, informal sector vulnerability and criterial used for selection.
Mining Laws and Regulations
This policy aims at covering issues in mining which includes acquisition of rights, environmental aspects and ownership requirements. Positively it paved way for new applications by deleting expired mining licenses in the system, introduced restrictions on the number of active mining rights held by a single beneficiary, connection of the mining cadastre system on other government databases, (LCLG, 2024). However, the mining negatives include lack of proper health and safety standards the incidence where more than 30 informal miners had been trapped under debris for days and presumed dead after heavy rain caused landsides (AP News 2023), air pollution, surface water pollution and siltation in the upper Kafue River as well as soil contamination, (Czech Geological Survey 2007).
Health provisions 
Furthermore, the elite implemented policies to enhance healthcare services and access (Bratton, 2021). This decision led to the construction of health facilities, the recruitment of healthcare professionals, and the provision of free or subsidized healthcare services. The positive effects included improved health outcomes, reduced mortality rates, and increased life expectancy. However, the negative effects included the uneven distribution of healthcare resources between urban and rural areas, inadequate funding for healthcare infrastructure and services, and challenges in achieving universal healthcare coverage, varying quality of care. 
Business and financial assistance
The elite made decisions to promote financial inclusion and access to credit for small businesses (SMES) and vulnerable populations. This policy aimed to stimulate economic growth, reduce poverty Additionally, and foster entrepreneurship. The positive effects included increased access to financial services, the development of microfinance institutions, and the expansion of credit opportunities. However, the negative effects included high interest rates, potential over indebtedness, and challenges in ensuring responsible lending practices (Dollar, 2021). 
Infrastructure development
Chibber (2020) discovered another elite decision which was the investment in water infrastructure, including the construction of dams, water treatment plants, and the provision of piped water to communities. The positive effects included increased access to clean water, improved sanitation facilities, and better hygiene practices. However, the negative effects included the high cost of infrastructure development and maintenance, challenges in reaching remote areas. The need for sustainable water resource management. Exacerbating regional inequalities.
 Fiscal Policy Adjustments
Elite-decision fiscal policy adjustments including taxation and public expenditure decisions, shape government revenue and spending priorities. Aimed at targeting the vulnerable households achieve a broader distribution of the benefits of economic growth. Positively the government rolled out unconditional cash transfers via programs, as well as farming input subsidies to smallholders. The withdraw of fuel and electricity subsidies to address current imbalances while creating space for capital spending. Addressing large payment arrears such as debt restructuring process. Increasing resources towards social safety net programs. However, it has hindered sustainable development, exchange rate volatility, as well as wasteful spending such as the ineffective public procurement practices was the procurement of ambulances under the ministry of Health. corruption undermining public trust, for example in 2019, Zambia faced public scrutiny and allegations of corruption surrounding the procurement of ambulances.  
Conclusion
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