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This essay is going to identify and briefly explain eight policy decisions made by the elite in Zambia. To begin with the key terms which are ‘policy decision’ and ‘elite’ will be defined, thereafter, the topic sentence will be discussed in the main body and a conclusion will be drawn at the end.
Definition of key terms
Dente (2014) views policy decisions as complex processes shaped by legal frameworks, political dynamics and administrative procedures, emphasizing the interplay between law, politics and public administration in shaping policy outcomes.
[bookmark: _Hlk162565533]Scott defines (describes) an elite at the height of its popularity as almost any powerful, advantaged, qualified, privileged, or superior group or category might be described as elite. It was applied to such diverse groups as politicians, bishops, intelligent people, aristocrats, lawyers, and successful criminals, (Scott 2008:27).
Re-entry Policy
Zambia's re-entry policy in education allows pregnant girls to return to school after maternity leave, enabling them to continue their education and positively influence their futures. For example, Judith Mweemba's 17-year-old pregnant daughter, Silanga Mwampamba, resumed schooling under this policy while they were at a rural Lusaka health facility on March 5, 2021. This policy recognizes the significance of education in empowering individuals to contribute meaningfully to society and fulfill their potential (Xinhua/Lillian Banda). Another success story is Mails Mbewe, a 23-year-old medical officer specializing in clinical medicine and a mother of a seven-year-old. Despite becoming pregnant and a mother at a young age, she achieved her educational goals. Supporting girls to stay in school has effectively improved the overall well- of women and girls and contributed to ending the cycle of poverty linked to early marriages. Before the re-entry policy, pregnant girls faced discrimination and stigmatization that hindered their return to education. However,  Zambia's re-entry policy is a crucial step toward broader social and economic development, promoting gender equality, improving health outcomes, and enhancing workforce skills being
Farmer Input Subsidy Policy
Government aims to increase maize production and improve food security amongst small-scale farmers by supplying inputs such as fertilizer and maize seed at a subsided price. However, it has experienced some side effects which include police arresting 12 people and two government officers for stealing fertilizer in Petauke, (ZANIS 2023) and the Ministry of Agriculture delaying to distribute farming inputs for the 2018/2019 season which affected the agricultural performance, (Chibala.M 2023). Most FISP beneficiaries have also failed to achieve self-sufficiency towards advancing in commercial farming (Dora.S 2023).
Youth Employment and Development Policy
This is established so as to coordinate youth activities, evaluate and maintain youth programs, assist and encourage organisations on youth development in the initiation of youth training and development programmes, and initiate, operate and manage non-profit or profit-making projects in support of youth development, (ZLDC). Here are the positive and negative examples The 2024 National Youth Week was held in March Under the theme Zambia@60: Be the Change, offered a range of activities that saw the active participation of youth in community. 
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