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COURSE AIMS

The course aims to introduce students to the Zambian legal system, its institutions and practices in the context of a more general understanding of the law, legal theory and legal reasoning.

OBJECTIVES

By the end of this course students should be familiar with the knowledge, understanding and skills that are foundational to the whole law degree programme.   

COURSE CONTENT

The topics covered in the course include the following:


UNIT 1:  INTRODUCTION TO LAW

· Definition of ‘Law’
· Classifications of Laws:
· Civil Law and Criminal Law
· Public Law and Private Law
· Common Law and Equity
· International Law and National / Municipal / Domestic Law
· Substantive Law and Procedural Law
· Law and Society
· Law and Justice
· Rights and Duties 


UNIT 2:  WORLD LEGAL SYSTEMS

· Definition of a legal system 
· Attributes of a good Legal System
· Types of world legal systems:
· English Common Law System
· Civil Law System 
· Islamic Legal System
· Roman Dutch Law System 
· Customary Law System

UNIT 3:  HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ZAMBIAN LEGAL SYSTEM

· Reception of English Law
· Evolution of the Zambian Court System
· Stare Decisis in the Zambia’s Courts
· Conflicts between Received Law and Indigenous/Customary Law

UNIT 4:  THE SOURCES OF LAW

· Article 7 of the Constitution of Zambia (as amended): 
· Constitution of Zambia
· Acts of Parliament
· Judicial Decisions
· English Common Law, Equity and Statutes
· Customary Law
· International Law
· Legal Treatises
· Modern Textbooks

UNIT 5:  STATUTORY INTERPRETATION

· Introduction: The Judiciary as the interpreter of the law
· The Need for Statutory Interpretation
· Traditional canons/rules of statutory interpretation: 
· Literal rule of statutory interpretation 
· Purposive rule of statutory interpretation
· Context rule of statutory interpretation
· Fringe rule of statutory interpretation
· Mischief rule of statutory interpretation
· Golden rule of statutory interpretation
· Rules of Language:
· ejusdem generis rule (of the same kind)
· Expressio unius est exclusio alterius (the mention of one thing excludes others) 
· Other methods / techniques of statutory interpretation: 
· Presumptions 
· Intrinsic Aids to statutory interpretation
· Extrinsic Aids to statutory interpretation


UNIT 6:  JUDICIAL PRECEDENT 

· Introduction 
· Key concepts of judicial precedent: 
· Ratio Decidendi
· Obiter Dicta / Dictum 
· Res Judicata
· Types of judicial precedent: 
· Original Precedent 
· Binding Precedent 
· Persuasive Precedent 
· Key terminologies of judicial precedent: 
· Distinguishing 
· Overruling
· Reversing 
· Dissenting  
· The doctrine of judicial precedent in Zambia
· Advantages of judicial precedent
· Disadvantages of judicial precedent
· Principle of Stare Decisis
· Law Reporting 


UNIT 7:  ZAMBIA’S COURT SYSTEM AND THEIR JURISDICTION/POWER

· Introduction
· Article 118: Principles / Tenets of justice 
· Article 119: Establishment of the Judiciary 
· Article 120: The inferior courts in Zambia: 
· The Local Court: establishment, jurisdiction & composition
· The Small Claims court: establishment, jurisdiction & composition 
· The Subordinate Court: establishment, jurisdiction & composition
· The Superior courts in Zambia: 
· The High Court: establishment, jurisdiction, divisions & composition
· The Court of Appeal: establishment, jurisdiction & composition
· The Constitutional Court: establishment, jurisdiction & composition
· The Supreme Court: establishment, jurisdiction & composition
· Appeals: 
· Appeals from the Local Court to the Subordinate court
· Civil and criminal appeals from the Subordinate Court to the High  court
· Civil and criminal appeals from the High Court to the Court of Appeal
· Civil and criminal appeals from the Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court 
· Article 121: Ranking of the Constitutional Court and Supreme Court
· Judges:
· The Chief Justice 
· The Deputy Chief Justice 
· The President of the Constitutional Court
· The Deputy President of the Constitutional Court
· The Judge President of the Court of Appeal 
· The Deputy Judge President of the Court of Appeal
· Qualifications of Judges 
· Appointment of Judges 
· Retirement and Removal of Judges

 
COURSE ASSESSMENT

Continuous Assessment:	 30% (One Assignment of 10%; and Mid-semester exam of 20%) and 70% final exam- FULL / PART TIME STUDENTS

One Assignment of 10% each and one test of 20% and 70% final exam - DISTANCE STUDENTS.
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