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Introduction/Background/Description to the course 
· This course acquaints learners with the common law rules relating to enforceable agreements and puts those rules into practical perspective. The course is split into two components, the first of which is learnt under the Law of Contract I. In Law of Contract I, the student will learn about contract formation and the requisite elements that must be in existence for a valid contract to come into being, such as offer and acceptance, consideration and certainty but to mention a few. Other topics that will be considered include terms and interpretation of a contract, as well as privity of contract. 
Rationale/ Aim
· The significance of this course is that the student should be able to develop analytical skills in relation to  the basic concepts on contract law so that when confronted with a hypothetical challenge or a real life challenge, the student should be able to address the challenge based on the knowledge they would have gained from learning the law of Contract
Course objectives 
· The student should be able to define what a contract is.

· The student should be able to list and discuss what elements are needed for the formation of a contract.

· The student should be able to explain what terms of a contract are.
Learning outcomes
· The student must be able to analyse, evaluate and apply the general principles of contract law.

· The student must be able to identify relevant legal issues and apply the relevant legal principles to generate solutions to complex legal problems.

· The student must demonstrate a satisfactory level of understanding and application of contract law principles in the areas to be taught.
Course content 

The topics which will be covered in the course include the following:

UNIT 1: CONTRACTUAL OFFERS

· Definition of a contract

· Ingredients of a valid contract- offer and acceptance, consideration, intention to create legal relations, certainty
UNIT 2: OFFER AND ACCEPTANCE

· legal rules for offer and termination  of an offer
· legal rules of acceptance
UNIT 3: CERTAINTY

· a complete agreement
· vagueness and incompleteness of agreements
· restitutionary approach
UNIT 4: INTENTION TO CREATE LEGAL RELATIONS

· domestic and social agreements
· commercial agreements
UNIT 5: CONSIDERATION

· definition of consideration
· past consideration
· adequacy and sufficiency of consideration
· consideration moving from the promisee
· origins and conditions of promissory estoppel
UNIT 6: CAPACITY OF PARTIES

· Minors
· Drunkards
· Persons with mental incapacity
· Corporations
UNIT 7: PRIVITY OF CONTRACT

· Basic rule
· Justification of the rule
· Exceptions to the rule
UNIT 8: TERMS OF A CONTRACT

· Terms and representations
· Classification of terms
· Implied terms
UNIT 9: EXCLUSION CLAUSES

· Definition of exclusion clauses
· Incorporation of exclusion clauses
Methods of Instruction/Mode of Delivery 

· The course will involve 3 hours of lectures per week which will be entirely online.

· The Moodle platform will be the means which will be used to conduct these online classes.

· Weekly activities will be sent out which are compulsory and should be attempted by all students.

· Students are expected to actively and productively participate in all class activities.

· The recorded sessions of the live classes will be available for download on the Moodle platform.
Assessment  

· Assignment: Students will be expected to complete a compulsory assignment. This assignment will involve a single problem-style question. 
· Mid-semester: This will be a 3 hour exam and it will test understanding of all issues covered in the course. 
· Final Exam: This will be a 3 hour exam which will examine all issues covered in the course.
Grading 
· The University’s recommended assessment plan and the University’s acceptable grading system for the course which include the continuous assessment and the final examination are as follows: 




Assignment



: 10%




Mid-semester Examinations/ Test
: 20%




Final Examinations


: 70%





Total Marks



: 100%


Grading Scheme:


Marks


Grades

Points

Classification 


86% - 100%

A+

5

Distinction


76% - 85%

A

4

Distinction


66% - 75%

B+

3

Meritorious


61% - 65%

B

2

Satisfactory


56% - 60%

C+

1

Clear Pass


50% - 55%

C

0

Pass

0% - 49%

D

0

Fail
Required/Prescribed readings 
· Cheshire, Fifoot & Furmston’s, Law of Contract (13th Edition, Butterworths, 1996).
· E McKendrick, Contract Law (12th Edition. Palgrave Law Masters, 2017).
· M P Mvunga, M Malila and S P Ng’ambi, Mvunga, Malila and Ng’ambi on Contracts (Unza press, 2010).
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