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Learning about law and legal systems is endless fascinating and a thing each and every country cannot leave without, legal systems vary from country to country. Law is considered to be man-made and it is known to make changes over time to accommodate society’s needs, without laws a country or society can never be in order. This piece of academic writing is going define what a legal system is and therefore itemize and briefly explain the various sources of law.
According to Sheleff (1996) a legal system is a procedure or process for interpreting and enforcing the law, this simply includes rules, procedures and institutions by which public initiatives and private endeavors can be carried out through legitimate means. In simpler terms this simply means that this is a system for interpreting and enforcing the laws that elaborates the rights and responsibilities in a variety of ways.
There are sources of law that are discussed under the legal system and the first one being Roman law; the romans had the most highly organized legal system in the ancient world and unfortunately most legal systems today owe a debt to the romans, as early as 450BC the romans fortunately curved their laws on bronze tablets and in the 500’s AD, Emperor Justinian I was responsible for having the complex system of roman laws listed in what became known as Justinian code fortunately this code listed rules that covered almost every aspect of human life much as our laws to today .furthermore the romans had law enforcement officers and courts where the accused were tried (Smith,1997).
According to (Lerner,2011) British law is considered as one of the sources of law under a legal system, this is one of the most important influence on the legal system that came from the British, in this kind of law the English kings and queens could make law, enforce them and settle disputes however in 1215 this claim to absolute rule was challenged and in this year king john was forced to sign the Magna Carta this established the idea that even a king or queen must obey the  law and from the British also came the right of habeas corpus, this protected people from being wrongfully imprisoned.
The other source is laws the constitution, a constitution is primarily a set of rules and principles specifying how a country should be governed, how power is distributed and controlled and what rights citizens possess. It is usually written down and contained within a single document, it is also said to be the most important or supreme law of the land meaning no-other law may conflict with it not the government do anything that violates it. It can also declare and define the rights of citizens such as freedom of thought, speech, association and assembly (Lerner, 2011).
Laws from the legislature, is one of the branches of government in-charge of making laws. Majority of the laws passed nowadays are passed by legislature .Therefore a law passed by the legislature is known a statute, the legislative power of the republic of Zambia is held by the national assembly which consists of 156 directly elected members and not more than 8 members nominated by the president and headed by the speaker. The national assembly has the powers to impeach the president and the vice president for violating the constitution or for gross misconduct (Fish & Steven, 2009).
The executive is the second branch of the government. In fact, this branch does not pass statutes but instead it is there as a source of law which is responsible for passing rules and regulations which enforce the Lerner (2011). Particularly, the laws it enforces are usually called the Executive Orders. However, these orders are specific in nature in that they are often meant to describe details of the statutes so as it can be carried out. Mostly, since the Executive branch has orders, it passes laws of its own.
However the Judiciary being the third branch of government, it does not pass laws, rules or even just regulations. Its main duty is to interpret the law. By this platform, the courts are able to decide what the law means and apply decisions according the situation present. We can clearly see that through such, there is enforcement of law already.  However, many court decisions are based on precedents (earlier court decisions made). Hence, once  a  decision  is  handed  down,  it  is  used  as the  basis  for  decisions  in  similar  cases.    Thus, precedents can be overturned.  Sometimes, this happens because the values of the people. Consequently, you must note that precedents can be overturned. This happens because the values of the people change. For instance, certain things which were seen to be of more value some way back, may not have the value now (Lerner, 2011).
Weber (1922) defines custom as those principles that are acknowledged and approved not by the power of the state but by public opinion of the society at large. Custom play a decisive role in the farming of the law. Most of the laws spring from the customs and are recognized by the state. For example, in the tribal age, whenever there was a dispute between two members of a tribe that dispute was resolved by the head of the tribe and in resolving the dispute the head of the tribes used to seek help of customs and traditions, these customs became laws when tribes extended into the state. Therefore, no state can afford to ignore the customs of the country. From this it can be noted that much of the book of law is never written by the state at all but instead the state is bound to modify the code from generation to generation. 
Religion is one of the sources of the law, in the primitive community religion played a decisive role in the framing of laws. Religion served as the basis of law in most countries. For instance(Sheleff,1996)  Pointed out that the early law of room was little more than a body of technical religious rules that is a system of means for obtaining religious rights through the proper carrying out of certain religious formulas. Furthermore he states that the origin of the Hindu law in India can be traced in the code of Manu. Likewise, the origin of Mohammedan law can be traced in Shariat. Therefore, it can be noted that divine law is a law revealed through man from God and that God is the ultimate sauce of divine law, though man may put it into effect as a law.  
The other source of law is Adjudication, is the legal process by which an arbiter or judge reviews evidence or argumentation, including legal reasoning set forth by opposing parties or litigants to come a decision which determines rights and obligations between the parties involved however Adjudication also refers to a legal system of resolving a dispute or deciding case (Smith, 1997).
Equity, in jurisdiction following the English common law system equity is the body of law which was developed in the English court of chancery and which is now administered concurrently with the common law. In common law jurisdictions, the word equity is not a synonym for genera fairness or natural justice but refers to a particular body of rules that originated in a special system of courts (Williams, 1998).
Treaties is an agreement between sovereign states or countries and in some cases international organization which is binding at international law, treaties can be categorized into two bilateral and multilateral agreement ; Bilateral is an agreement between two nations, states or countries while multilateral is an agreement done by more than two countries whereas the importance of treaties lies in the fact that they embody rules which have been agreed which have been agreed to be binding by the states making them for instance the treaty of Versailles of 1919 which was signed by a very large number of states(Karmer,1981).
Standard works is the source of law which may be traced in scientific commentaries in which leading thinkers, jurists and statement express their views and which when reorganized are treated as binding by virtue of being the decision of the wisest men of the community and the importance of these standard works lies in the fact that they compile, compare and logically arrange legal principles , customs and decisions of the wisest men of the community for the guidance of people and the future generations(Smith, 1997).
In conclusion, the sources of law are considered important because it is important for everyone to be aware of the law of the land to avoid any unethical behavior, this way people know how to be treated and how not to be treated by their government. 
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