1. THE LECTURE METHOD 

Lecturer method is the oldest procedure of teaching social studies/science especially for imparting authentic, systematic and effective information about some events or trends. This method is particularly used in the secondary schools and higher institutions of learning. It is also used in primary schools to a larger extent depending on the nature of the topic. It is used:-

i. To motivate: When introducing a new topic or unit, the teacher can in most cases present the outstanding aspect of the topic using the lecture method such as indicating significant persons or characters, events and problems and arouse the curiosity and interest of the pupils.

ii. To clarify: The lecturer method is also used to clarify some problems or difficulties to save time.

iii. To review: Using the lecture method the teacher can easily guide the pupils by summarizing the main points of the topic and indicate some of the important details.

iv. To expand contents: Lecture is one of the best method of presenting additional materials which may not be in pupils textbooks but based on teacher’s additional reading and personal experience. The teacher through lecture method can give latest and upto date information which is not in textbooks.

ADVANAGES OF LECTURER METHOD 

i. If well-prepared and well executed, lecture method can make social studies (science) interesting. During the lecture, the teacher can indicate by tones, gestures and facial expressions the extent of meaning that he wishes to convey. The teacher can act out his story by shifting his position, by impersonating characters, by changing his voice and by using simple devises. He can make learning more meaningful than printed material. This is why it is said that, spoken word is frequently far more effective than the printed one.

ii. The lecture method brings the teacher into immediate contact with his pupils. while lecturing, he can see and know whether the pupils are following what he is saying. If in doubt he can repeat the message or change the approach and carry his pupils along with him.

iii. The lecture method gives the pupils training in listening and taking quick notes.

iv. Lecture method saves time. It ensures adequate preparation by the teacher which is useful or benefits the pupils.

v. Good lectures stimulate brighter pupils. Serious and brighter pupils prefer lecture method than any other method as it prompts them to put in more work without wasting time.

vi. It is cheaper and cost saving for poor countries.

DISADVANTAGES OF LECTURE METHOD 

i. Extensive use of this method tends to substitute the teacher for the pupil. This method deprives the pupils to acquire knowledge on their own and become heavily dependent on the teacher. Learning process. The process. The pupils need the opportunity to talk, to ask questions, consult various readings etc. Only then does the best of learning take place.

ii. The method reduces the opportunity for pupils to learn by doing because ready made ‘cooked’ material is presented to them by the teacher.

iii. Frequent use of the lecture method may lead to monotony.

