                                        CONCEPTS IN TEACHING
Definition of concepts
A concept is a mental image of something, concrete or abstract which is represented by a verbal symbol. It has two dimensions: 
i) The individual components of the concepts itself, and
ii) The relationships of the components to each other, e.g man
Development of concepts
People begin to acquire concepts from early childhood. They first learn concepts of concrete things as these are showed to them accompanied by repeated mention of their verbal representation.
Acquisition of abstract concepts starts at about 11years but this varies according to individuals. A persons knowledge of concepts changes with experience. For example, a child who learns the concept a dog may consider all animals which are four-legged as dogs until he learns the existence of other four-legged animals’ verbal symbol. As is in other types of learning, knowledge of concepts grow quicker in some individuals than in other depending on the exposure. 
Functions on Concepts
Knowledge of concepts play a number of important roles in the teaching and learning process
i) They reduce the necessity of concept learning
ii) They help comprehension by reducing the complexity of things or facts
iii) They are short-cuts to communication
iv) They facilitate actions. e.g., a mention of snake makes one run away for safety
v) In an inquiry lesson, they help provide a set of interrelated categories into which data can be placed e.g. Types of drugs, causes of drug abuse, and results of drug-abuse. 
Teaching of concepts 
1. Key concepts should be explained at the beginning of the lesson
2. Explanation should be brief so that more time is reserved for teaching the main topic
3. Concepts should be presented or taught through
a) Presenting concrete objects, pictures, diagrams or drawings
b) Un-packing the concepts e.g. types of democracy
c) By demonstration
d) [bookmark: _GoBack]Defining and giving examples. 
