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RATIONALE
There was need to change the half course which was offered in the second semester ELL/LAL 112 to a full course LAN 1210 after migrating to the term system. This would give first year students adequate time cover material needed for them to be grounded in the basics of language and linguistic study.   
AIM
The aim of the course is two-fold: to improve students’ skills in academic writing and to enhance their understanding of academic texts and tasks; and to introduce students to language in general, basic concepts, terms and methods in general linguistics in preparation for a scientific study of language in general and, in particular, English and African languages.
OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students are expected to:
(i) demonstrate an awareness of audience and purpose in academic writing, formulate a clear thesis and support it fully and clearly in an essay, and generate relevant ideas for writing tasks;
(ii) edit and proof-read their writing to eliminate major grammatical and mechanical errors;
(iii) use appropriate expressions and sentence types in their writing and demonstrate an understanding of the thematic and rhetorical principles of coherent discourse
(iv) demonstrate an adequate understanding of the nature of language in general and human articulated language in particular;
(v) demonstrate an adequate understanding of human language as a social and cultural artifact as well as a social tool; be able to demonstrate familiarity with the various areas of language study; and
(vi) demonstrate familiarization with a coherent conceptual, terminological framework for the scientific study of language in general and English and African Languages in particular.

CONTENT
ACADEMIC WRITING

1. Academic Writing as Register Definition of academic writing/features of academic writing. Functions of academic writing.Audience in academic writing. Characteristics of academic writing
2. Types of Academic Writing Descriptions. Concept explanation. Essays. Research proposals. Research reports
3. Mechanics of Academic writing Basic paragraph structure. Paragraph patterns. Paragraph development. Introductory paragraph. Concluding paragraph. Plagiarism. Researching for an essay: research notes, references etc. Referencing: APA style, MLA style. Key reference-marking words used in academic writing 
4. Grammar in Academic Writing Parts of speech: nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, articles. Grammatical categories: phrase, clause, sentence. Grammatical functions: subject, object, complement, adverbial. Sentence patterns: SVO; SVC etc. Concord: Subject-verb agreement. Punctuation
5. Cohesion and Coherence in Academic Writing Cohesive ties. Theme and focus. Rhetorical devices. Key instructional words used in essay and examination questions
6. Some features of particular registers The register of Law. The register of Journalism or media language in general. The register of Religion
 LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS
7. The nature of language in general; 
8. biological foundations of language;
9. the nature of human articulated language, including the so-called design features of human languages;
10. language acquisition;
11. language handicap;
12. language and society;
13. language and culture;
14. language and gender;
15. language functions;
16. branches of linguistic study:
17. translation and interpretation: definition and significance; translation principles; methods of translation; challenges in translation; types of interpretation and some principles  
18. levels of linguistic analysis: phonetics; phonology; morphology; syntax
19. other concepts in linguistics: semantics; pragmatics; discourse analysis; sociolinguistics
20. the nature and structure of sign language;
21. written language
22. language situation in Africa and in Zambia;
 
METHOD OF TEACHING
Four (4)  hours per week: 3 lectures, 1 tutorial
ASSESSMENT
· Continuous Assessment		50%
· 3 assignments, 10% each	30%
· 1 test				20% 
· Examination				50%
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