


WHAT IS 
APA REFERENCING SKILLS?



What is APA?

• APA (American Psychological Association) 
Referencing Style is the official referencing skills 
to do the references list and citations.

• There are many types of referencing styles such 
as Harvard Style, MLA Style and Chicago style. 
However, APA is most widely used referencing 
styles. 



WHAT IS CITATIONS?



CITATIONS

• Citation refers to words or lines taken
from a book or a speech (Oxford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 2015).

• You should only state the reference which
you have referred. For example, if you
stated a statement in Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary (2015), the book
should be cited in the reference list after
the academic essay.





NOW, TAKE OUT A 
PIECE OF PAPER.

It’s time to do citations!



BOOK
Please state the details on the book name, author(s) name, publication 

year and publisher.



Information of book

Aspect Details

Book
Teaching by principles: An interactive approach 
(Fourth edition)

Authors
H. Douglas Brown
Heekyeong Lee

Publisher Perason Education

Place New York, U.S.A.

Year 2015



NOW, DO YOUR CITATION.



Before the citation is done, you should 
take note that…
• The name of author should be changed to initial form.

E.g. H. Douglas Brown -> Brown, H. D.

Heekyeong Lee -> Lee, H.

• The first alphabet of book and proper noun in the book should 
be capitalised and the book name should be italicized.

E.g. Teaching by principles: An interactive approach.

• The edition of the book should be stated.

E.g. Fourth edition -> 4th ed.



So, the accepted citation is…

Brown, H. D., & Lee, H. (2015). Teaching by principles: An 

interactive approach (4th ed.). New York, U.S.A.: 

Pearson Education.



JOURNAL ARTICLE
State the details of the journal shown such as Author, Year, Name of 

article, Name of journal, Volume, Issue and Page(s).



Information of journal
Aspect Details

Author
Noli Maishara Nordin, Farrah Dieba Rashid Ali, 
Sharifah Intan Safina Syed Zubir, Roslan
Sadjirin

Year 2013

Name of 
article

ESL learners’ reactions towards code switching 
in classroom settings

Name of 
journal

Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences

Volume 90

Issue N/A

Page(s) 478-787



NOW, DO YOUR CITATION.



Before the citation is done, you should 
take note that…
• The name, volume and issue of journal should be italicised.

E.g. … Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences, 90, …

• Omit the title (Haji, Hajah, Dr.), ‘bin’ and ‘binti’ for Malay names.

E.g. Noli Maishara Nordin, Farrah Dieba Rashid Ali, Sharifah
Intan Safina Syed Zubir, Roslan Sadjirin.



So, the accepted citation is…

Noli Maishara Nordin, Farrah Dieba Rashid Ali, Sharifah 

Intan Safina Syed Zubir, & Roslan Sadjirin. (2013). ESL 

learners’ reactions towards code switching in 

classroom settings. Procedia – Social and Behavioral

Sciences, 90, 478-787.



INTERNET ARTICLE
State the details of the article such as the author’s name, year of 

publication, name of article and websites.





Information of Internet article

Aspect Details

Author Sumisda Haidu

Date 3rd August 2015

Name of article RM2.6b in Malaysian PM's accounts from donations, not 1MDB: Special Task Force

Website
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/rm2-6b-in-malaysian-pm-
s/2025732.html



Before the citation is done, you should 
take note that…
• The date which you retrieve the website should be stated.

E.g. Retrieved 2015, October 5th, from …[url]…



So, the accepted citation is…

Haidu, S. (2015). RM2.6b in Malaysian PM's accounts from 

donations, not 1MDB: Special Task Force. Retrieved 

2015, October 5th, from 

http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/rm2-

6b-in-malaysian-pm-s/2025732.html




