INTRODUCTION 
Human beings are social animals and as such have an intrinsic need for association with one another. Of all forms of association in modern society, friendship is perhaps the most socially significant. Friendship is unique in being voluntary and flexible and can be terminated by any party. Due to its personal rather than formal nature, friendship should be a good indicator for measuring social preferences. There is a lack of firmly agreed and socially acknowledged criteria for what makes a person a friend. Friendship is an interpersonal relationship in which people voluntarily interact bringing joy to each other and rewarding feelings about ourselves. It is a relationship of mutual caring and intimacy among one another. Bringing together individuals from diverse backgrounds and experiences is an important first step in providing students with opportunities to learn from diversity. 
In view of the above, students at the University of Zambia at the Great East Road Campus are expected to make open and useful alliances that enhance their lives during and after their academic life at the university. However, the situation on the ground at the institution is that the students tend to limit their circles of interactions. It has been observed that friendship choices are based on various factors such as academic, socio-economic, demographic, psychological, political, cultural and religious affiliations.
It is for this reason that apart from being an academic requirement in Research Methods in Social Sciences (DEM 2414), this research proposal is an attempt to identify and analyse friendship choices among University students. It seeks to come up with information that will help stake holders have a clear cut understanding of friendship choices among students.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Problem identification
The identified problem is that there has been a continuous trend not only among current but also past students to limit the circles of interaction to those with whom they share uniform characteristics. Notwithstanding, this has led to students’ exclusion, losing or missing out on the benefits other students with whom they do not interact have to offer. Students therefor graduate without fully having their social aspect develop.
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ANALYSIS OF THE PROBLEM
In each and every society, students are viewed as potential leaders and are expected to have great influence on the nation. Their behaviour and well-being may, therefore determine the prosperity of a nation, this includes how they manage their finances, the kind of activities they are involved and their circles of interaction. The maintenance and stability of unbiased friendship choices among students would not only greatly benefit the university but also the nation at large. This would give clarity to the meaning of friendships. 
[bookmark: _Toc276034451]However, the obtaining situating is the opposite of the above statement in that there has been an increasing trend among students to limit their circles of interaction to those they share common interests and values. This results in them shunning out on what the other students have to offer. There are uncountable factors contributing to this trend such as: demographic, student background, religious affiliation, extra-curricular, academic, racial, geographical locations. 
· The selection of friends may be based on academic factors. Mostly students choose friends with whom they take similar courses with. For example, demographic students tend to socialize more among themselves. Students also tend to form friendships with people of higher intellectual capacity than them, others for academic material (data) purposes.
· Extra-curricular activities play a vital role in friendship choices such as music, sports, beer drinking and/or smoking among others. Furthermore, students that share the same political views are likely to develop friendship. 
· A student may base his/her choice of friendship on the basic educational background, common past experiences and socio-economic background. 
· Students may want to associate themselves with students of the same religion or religious denomination or who believe in the same doctrine. In contrast, they tend to also interact with people from other denominations.
· Demographic factors include sex and age. Students may associate on the basis of their age group. The younger students may find it easier to relate amongst each other and the same goes for the older age group. In the same way, students of the same sex tend to make friends among themselves.


RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
General Objective
To establish the factors and outcomes of friendship choices among students and to identify how the problem of constrained circles of socializing can be curbed. 
Specific Objectives
· To verify whether religious denominations are a basis for choosing friends at UNZA.

· To identify the role age plays in choosing friends among students at UNZA.


· To investigate the extent to which programmes of study contribute to friendship choices among students at UNZA.

· To investigate which sex is more likely to narrow circles of friendship choices.

· To explore the relationship between friendship choice and students’ academic performance. 
· To determine if students’ socioeconomic backgrounds affect friendship choices at UNZA.
· To establish the extent to which extracurricular activities are responsible for friendship choices among students at UNZA.

· To determine if hailing from same hometown is a contributing factor to friendship choices at UNZA.
· To determine the extent to which friendships develop because of area of residence on and off campus among students.
· To determine whether students coming from the same high school become or remain friends during their stay at UNZA.
· To investigate whether political views play a role in the friendship choices among students at UNZA.


CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
 (
DEMOGRAPHIC
FACTORS
) (
SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS
)


 (
AGE & SEX
) (
INCOME
) (
EMPLOYMENT
) (
RELIGIOUS
AFFILIATION
) (
EDUCATION
)




 (
FRIENDSHIP 
CHOICES
)


	


FORMULATION OF THE HYPOTHESIS
In preparing this research proposal, the following hypotheses were constructed;
· The more similar the Program of study, the higher the chances of friendship
· The more similar the academic performance among students the higher the likelihood of making friends.
· Students who come of the same educational background have a higher possibility of becoming friends
· Students residing from the same town are more likely to be friends.
· Students with similar socio- economic status have a higher probability of being friends.
· The more the involvement in similar extra-curriculum activities the higher the chances of making friends.
· Students of the same sex have higher possibility of being friends.
· Students of the same age group have tendency of making friends among themselves.
· Students of the same religious affiliation are likely to make friends among themselves.

IDENTIFICATION OF THE VARIABLES
In view of our hypotheses the independent variables include; sex, age, academic performance, educational background, socio-economic status, Program of study, student town, extra-curricular, religious affiliation and race. On the other hand the dependent variable is friendship choices.
MEASUREMENT OF VARIABLES
Conceptual Level
	Variables
	Friendship Choices

	Academic Performance
Academic Excellence, Academic Outcome
	

Mutual Selection

Companionship

Relationship

Acquaintance



	Religious Affiliation
Denomination, Congregation
	

	Age
Maturity, Adolescence
	

	Socio-Economic Status
Prestige, worth
	

	Sex
Gender, Culture

	


Operational Level
	Variables
	Friendship Choices

	Academic Performance
1. What is your average grade?
2. Do you think academic performance has a bearing on the kind and number of friends one has?
	







How do you choose friends?


	Religious Affiliation
3. Where do you worship from?
4. Do you associate with students from other religious affiliations?
	

	Age
5. How old are you?
6. Do you mostly associate yourself with students of your age?
	

	Socio-Economic Status
7. Are you government sponsored?
8. Are many of your friends have the same socio-economic status as yours?
	

	Sex
9. What is your sex?
10. Do you have friends of the opposite sex?
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