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I. INTRODUCTION

1. Civil registration systems have been in existence for more than 50 years in
28 'out of the 36 countries on the African continent, according to information
collected by the United Nations Statistieal Office 1/ and by the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa ?/ These data are summarlzed in Teble 1. In 8 of
these countries namely, Almeria, Chans, Lesotho, Madagascar. Masuritius, Seychelles
and Sierra Leone, a civil registration svstem had been established before the

turn of the century. In most African countries, civil remistration dates back

into colonial historv.

2. The dasta presented by Makannah show that the registration laws in the
colonial period encompassed only nationals of the colonisl nower, or the .
European population. Later lexislation included the Asians and then possibly
the entire population of the country. In most countries of French-speaking
Africa registration was first limited to French subjects. In 1950, the
registration law was extended in s number of these countries to include all
inhabitants residing within 10 kilometers from the registration cemters. In
still other countries, civil registration is compulsory only for the principal
cities and towns and/or for the canital city.

3. Although information concerninz the establishment of a eivil registration
system is available for only 3f out of the 55 African countries from the two

sources cited, it is prohable that virtually all of the countries of the region
have some form of reesistration system. It is also likelv that the registration

. lews of the majority of countries nrov1de for realstratlon coverage of the

entire population of the countrv,

L, In order to study the organization of the eivil registration and vital .-
statistics systems in the various countries of the world, the IIVRS enbarked on
& questionnaire survey in August 1984, In the initial mail out, a vital
statistics questionnaire and a civil registratiocn questionnaire were sent to the
respective offices represented in the IIVRS nrembership. This was later
supnlemented by a questionnaire to the national statistical offices on the
United Nations Statistical Office mailineg 1ist which were not in the ITIVRS
membership directory. The returns on the vital statistics questionnaire
frequently provided the name of the nationel registration office. This was .

~followed up with a civil resistration guestionnaire to the office so identified.

'&jUnited Nations Handbook of Vital Statistics Systems and Methods. Vol, IT
Review of National Practices. Series ¥ No. 35, United Nations. NY 1985.

-E/Makannah, T.J., Methods and Problems of Civil Registration Practices and
Vital Statisties Collection in Africa. Tech. Rept. No. 1€, IIVRS, 109%1.
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5. The quality of responses received was generallv good, but the response
rate was not, After 3 follow ups over a period of T or 8 months. only. Gh

per cent of the questionnaires sent to vital statistics offices in the various
countries of the world were returned. The response rate for the natlonal s
Areglstratlon offices was considerable voorer. 40O per cent.

r
1

6.‘ The response rates for the Africen countries are summarlzed in Table 1.
Only 56 per cent of the vital statistics questionnaire were returned whereas
the response rate for the civil registration questionnaire was less than half .
that, 26 per cent. The response rate for the English-speaking countries was
relatively high vhereas they were low for other countries. Actually, out of
the 21 francophone countries in Subsahara, only one country, ?alre returned -,

a completed civil registration questlonnalren :

Table 1. Questlonnalre Response Rate in Percent

Vs CR
 African Contlnent : 56.4 25.5
Anglophone Subssharan Countrles 75.0 56.3
. Francophone Subsaharan Countries 38.1 4.8
" Other | | f1.1 22,2

IT. STRUCTURE OF THE CIVIL RECISTRATION SYSTEM

7. The organisation of the civil registration administration may be centralized
or decentralized. A centralized system is one where the network of local
registration offices is directlv controlled and administered by a central
authority or an agency in the national govermment., A decentralized registration
system is one in which the local registration offices are supervised or. .
administered bv some authority at a subnational level such as a dlstrlct reglon,
state or proavince. In these instances. there is no natlonal office to oversee

the local registration operations. However, there may be a national agency

for the coordination of the remistration systenm and/or for establishing national
standards such as uniform registration laws, definitions of vital events.,
registration practices, etc. In this region. there is at least one country,
Malaw1, with a national repistration office which coordinates but.-does not
supervise or direct the District Commissioners respomsible for civil registration.
This office also maintains & file of individual birth and death records. In
addition to Malawi, there are 3 countries, Central African Republic. Somalia,

snd Sweziland with no .civil resistration authority in the central government.

The Central African Republic was anticipating, at the time of the survey, the
creation of a national center for civil registration. In some countries, there
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~appears to be a dual svstem of registration. For example. in Ethiopia the Ministry
of Interior 1s ‘responsible for the registration of births and deaths in the

rural Aareas, whereaq the Ministrv of Housing and Urban Development registers

the vital events occurringin the urban areas. In Beotswang civil reglstratlon

is the respon51b111tv of the Ministry of Home Affairs. In addition, the Ministry
of Health receives birth and death notlflcatlons on institutional as well as on
non-institutional events. ‘ '

8. Tn the centralized system of civil registration the orsanizational structure’
" may be of two tvnes. The first is where the local resistration offices are

under the direct control of the national reglstratlon authority. According to
Makannah, the national registration office in the Fnzlish--speaking countries

of Africa is penerally resnonsible for the supervision and coordination of all
the registration units in the country. On the other hand, in the French- speaklnp
countries, Makannah reports thet “a more decentralized system exist: many local
Areglstratlon offices each indevendent of the other--usually named centres
pr1nc1paux have been established, each responsible for the supervision and
coordlnwtlon of the functlons of regional replstratlon agencies, usually named
centres secondaires . This nrobably means that in the francovhone countries.

as in many other countries in Africa and other parts of the world, the local
registration offices are a part of the local government administrative servicesnot

in the direct line of authority of the national registration office. Under this
system, the local registrars may perform many tasks other then the registration
of vital events. The lack of direct control or supervision over registration
services by the national registration agency,.and the number of other eivil

and legal functions competing for the attention of the local reglstrar nake

this system administrativelv difficult from the civil registration point of view.
' This situation may be further complicated in countries where the administrative
orgenization is not the same at the subnational lewvels. In such cases, the
national registration authority will have to work through more then on ministry
or department in communicating with the local registration offices.

9. Teble 2 gives the names of national ssencies legally responisble for civil
registration and vital statistics, and the registration authorities at the
subnational level. In about L0 per cent of the countries, the Ministry of
Interior or Home Affairs is responsible for civil registration. In almost 20
percent of the countries, the civil registration functicn is lodged in the
Ministry of Justice, In another 10 mer cent of the African countries. civil
registration is centered in the Ministrv of Health.

10. In countries with .a national civil registration services, 29 out of 35 are
central registration agencies. In 3 countries Gembia, Liberia and Sudan, civil
registration is the responsibilitv of the health administration. The central
statistical office is the national authority for civil replstratlon in only one
country, Nigeria,
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11. Local registration offices. In all countries. the registration of vital
events takes ‘place at the local registration office. These registration offices
may be the primary registration unit or a sub office of the primarvy unit. The
number of registration offices needed devmends upon the population distribution,
and the type of terrain. In a small compact country, relatively few registration
offices are neceded. On the other hand, countries where the povoulation is

thinly distributed. or where are many pooulation clusters, will require more
registration offices to provide the same services.

+12. The number of local registration offices ns reported to the several sources
mey be seen in Toble 3. The information reported to the United Nations
Statistical Office and to the UN Economic Commission for Africa is for the year
1979 while the IIVRS survey data are for 1984, These figures from the different
sources are not necessarilv comparable so too much importance should not be
attached to them. B

13. The number of local registration offices in a country varies greatly ranging
from 4 in the Seychelles to 1271 in Tunisia. There is also a large variation

in the number of inhabitants per registration office as well as in the average
land area served by a local registration office. The lowest average number of
ponulation per local registration office is 2,100 in the Cape Verde Islands

and the largest, U72.000, in Kenya. In terms of land area, the lowest is Lk
square kilemeters per registration office in Mauritius. The highest is 33,300
squere kilometers per registration office in Lybia,

14, These averages are for the country as a whole. For urban areas, the actual
vopulation served by al local registration office will be much greater than the
estimated average. The reverse will be true for the rural areas. By the same
token, the actuasl land area per registration office for cities and towns will be
smaller then the estimate, e2nd larger in the rural areas. Although the estimates
of the average land area covered by a registration office give some idea of
the travel invelved in the registration of births and deaths, they do not
indicate the difficulty of access to registration offices. Some sesment of the
nonulation on isolated islands without transport may have problems in reaching
population centers where the registration offices are located. Mountainous -
terrain may make access to registration offices difficult. There may be other
physical barriers which discourase rezistration, esvecially for a population
without incentives to register vital events.

15. The estimates of the average number of people per local repistration office
were used as a population base to which the projezcted crude birth and deaths 1/
for 1084 were applied to estimate the number of hirths snd deaths will oceur in

s period of a vear in the area covered by the local registration unit. Because

of incomplete registration in most of these countries, the actual nurber of
births and deaths that are being reristerced will be much lower than the. estimated
number .

£/From World Poputation: 1984, Recent Demosraphic Estimates for Countries and

Regions of the World. ISP-WP-8l. U.S. Burenu of the Census, November 198k,
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"16. Accordlng to the estimated number of births and deaths occurred in the
various countries, the work load of an average reglstratlon office is not-
=runiformly heavy., In"some. there are fewer then one registration:a dey. In
courttries like Libéfia, Tenzania, Malawi and Kenyn, theé registration load 'in an
average dav in a local regigtration office is much heavier. In Liberia, for-
example some 30 reglstratzons of births and deaths may be expected on an-
average ddy in a local registration office nssuming that reglstratlon of vital
events is complete In Kenya, the estimated number of vital events occurlng
in a average day in a local registration area is about 95. :

'17. These data give only s rough idea of the work load. In some casges, it may
even be misleading. For & study of the workload problem, it is suggested that
the number of birth and death certificates actually filed in each local C o
registration office over & meriod of time be used, Such & study will . be useful
for planning the establishment of sub-registration offices or for consolldatlon
of some local registration offices.

18. Central file of vital records, One of the essential requirements of a
civil registration system is the provision for permanent storage of vital
records with proper safeguards to protect the records from loss or dsmage. All
the ecuntries that responded to this guestion of permanent repository of records
indicated that there was a central file of birth and death records. Most of
these files are located in the local and/or State req1stratlon offices. A few
maintained a national flle. :

19. On the other hand, 3 out of 14 of countries do not prepare an alphabetic
.index to these records. Without an alphabetic index, it would be difficult, if
not impossible, to find a particular vital record on file without the knowledge
of the exact place an time of registration (as contrasted to the time of
occurrence of the event) in addition to the personal particulars. An alphabetic
"index to the vital records on file is essentlal to fac111tate access to records
of individuals for certidication purposes.

TIT. ORGANIZATION OF THE VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM

20, According to available information summarized in Table k, the central
statistical office is responsible for national vitel statistics in about 80
percent of the African countries. In the remeinder of the countries, national
vital stetistics are compiled bv the natlonal registration offlce and by the.
' istional health agency.

"'21., In most countries, the national vital statistics services depend on the

" ‘network of thenational registration office for the reports of vital events. In
5 countries, the responsibility for national registration and vital statistics
is lodeed in the same agency. In Gambia and Liberia, the civil registration and
vital statistics functions are carried out in the health administration. In
Ghana and Kenya they are in the national registration office. In Nigeria they
are in the central statistical office,
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22, :An important advantage of locating vital statistics and civil registration
in the same ministry or asdministration is the ease of communicétion between -
these two operating bodies. However, there arc a number of other considerations
that go into the develomment of & civil registration and vitdl statistics
system. One is the relative strength of the central statistical office. If
there is & strong established national statisties agency, it will be difficult
to set up a new national vital statistics division in another agency. Another
consideration is the existence of a national functional network such as that for
local government administration or for the delivery of health services. This
explains why the local registration services in so many countries are under the
- jurisdiction of town and municipal govermments. There are much fewer countries
where national and local registration services are part of the health services,
but this pattern is not uncommon. In the case of health services, there is an
added advantage in:that many of the vital events that is, births and deaths,
ocettr in the health facilities. Some countries such as Kenys may elect to
_establish a special registration network. This is the pattern of the Registrar
General's department

23. Although 8 natlonal authorlty for vital statistics ex1sts, national vital
statistiecs are not now belng‘complled by the followine countries: Ethiopisa.
‘Botswana, thé Central African Republic, Mali, Somalia and Swaziland. Although
the Planning and: Programming Service in the Ministry of Interior is responsible
for nationsl vital statistiecs in Ethiopia, it is reported that a system has not
yet been estalbished. In Botswana, the Central Statistics Office has not
processed the data that have been collected thus far. It is now experimenting
with a specisel vitael statistics system on a samvle basis in the rural areas. In
the Central African Republic, vital statistics are ‘compiled only for the capital
-eity: the creation of a national center for civil registration is anticipated.
In mali, vital stetistics are available only Tor a few cities., In Somaliay

: there ‘is neither ‘a central registration ‘suthority nor & netionsl agency-for-
vital statistics. Some local zovermment authorities been have collecting vital
statistics but it is reported that none have heen found useful. The centrel-
Statistics Department is now making national estimates of vital statistics
through sample surveys in Somalia. In Swaziland, the civil registration law was
implemented in January 1984 and the Central Statistical Office was expecting to
start comp11at10n of vital statlstlcs shortly.

24k, The exact count of countries which are not currently producing national .
vital statisties is not known because this specific question was not asked in
the questionnaire. Of the 20 African countries reponding to the United Nations
questionnaire, 5 were not making any compilations of vital statistics. Tn
addition, as will be seen latér in the discussion of status of civil registration
"and vital statistics, there are a number of countr1es complllna v1tal statlstlcs
~based on 1ncomplete returns.‘
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25. DBasis of national vital statistics. Comp1lat10ns of national V1tal statistics
are generally based on individuel vital records which are transmitted from the
local registration offices though channels to the national vital statistics .
agency. However, in some countries summary revorts are prepared at a subnational
level and sent to the centrsl office for aggregation into national totals.

There are probably others, but of the African countries. Benin, Central African
Republic, Liberia, Malawi, Nigeria Sierra Leone and Zaire are known to use
summary reports as a basis of national statistics.

26, The advantage of summary reports is that the coding and data processing
are done closer to the point of data collection. and problems arising from poor
guality of returns can be more readily rectified. Another advantage is that the
decentralization of coding and tsbulating mskes it unnecessary for the national
- vital statistics agency to maintain a large clerical staff, On the other hand,
the centralization of coding and data vprocessing is more efficient than a
decentralized system. A much smaller clerical staff will be needed than the
aggregate number of people involved in handling the same documents on a. -
,decentrallzed basig. More important is the possibility of obtaining unlformlty
in coding of records when coded by the same group centrally. Another important
advantage of central coding and tebulating of data from individual records is
that it provides flexibility in making data available. Summary reports limit
the availability of national data to the contents of summary reports. Lastly,
there is the question of timeliness. The decentralized coding and tabulatlng of
data will take more time than the transmistal of individual reports of vital
events to the national office. Because the central office will not be ablé to
meke national aggregations from these summary reports until data for the last
reporting ares are in, delays in the v»remaration of summary reports in even

one srea will hold up the issuance of national vital statistics. The disadyvantages
of a decentralized data processing system far outweight the advantages so that
serious consideration should be given to the possibility of changing over to
coding individual reports of vital events and preparing tabulations in the
national vital statistics agency. Despite the overall economy that will result,
it will increase the national expenditure for vital statistics. Therefore, it
should be recoegnized that the transfer of functions from the States to the
national vital statistics azency may take a little time to accomplish, especially
in countries with large volumes of vital records to process centrally.

IV. STATUS OF CTIVIL REGISTRATION AND VITAL STATISTICSH

27. The evaluation of status or the present stete of development of the civil
registration and vital statistics systems will involve the assessment of various
aspects of the registration and statistical process such as sdequacy of the
registration laws and resulations, nromptness and completeness of registration,
efficiency of services in providing certification of vital events, quality of
data, adequacy and usefulness of data vproduced timeliness in the issuance of
data, etc. Perheps the most useful single index of status is a measure of
completeness with which births and deaths are registered.
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28, Pericdically. the countries are asked by the United Nations to make an

assessment of the registration completeness of vitsl events. These evalustions,
(C)} for remistration completeness of 00 percent of more and (U) forcompleteness

..of less than G0 percent, are published in the United Nations Demographic Yearbook.

In some cases. the evaluations are based on the resultats of sample surveys,

Most of them are ‘guesstimates’. However. in terms of the United Nations standard
of completeness, these “guesstimate’” probably represent a reasonsbly good
mssesspent of the situation. In a few instances, the authorities may be over
optimistic sbout the effectiveness of the compulsorv provisions of the
registration law.

29. - In the ITVRS survey, the questionnaire called for the actuel percentage of
the completeness of birth and death registration. This nrecision made a proper
response a little more difficult. so that in a number of returns, theitem was
left blank, Tn table 5 are shown the completeness of registration of births and
deaths. The data are from the IIVRS survev, the United Nations Statistical

O0ffice and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,. and covers all the
countries in the African continent, except 2. For these 3 countries, it would
-seem reasonable to assume that resistration completeness is less than 90 per cent.

30. Only 15 percent of the African countries arec meeting the acceptable
gtandard of birth registration completenesz. These countries are : Egypt, Libya,
Tunisia, Cape Verde, Mauritius, Reunion, Sao Tome & Principe ané Seychelles.

The corresponding figure for death registration is 11 percent and include 6
countries, Egypt. Cape Verde, Mauritius, Reunion. Sso Tome & Principe and
Seychelles. All the Subsaharan countries are small insular nopulations.

31. The criterion of §0 nercent or more as a mesaure of adequacy of the
registration system may be too rigorous in some instences. If a segment of the
national population lives outside the ususl national social and economic ¢ulture,
the irmediate need for registration may not exist: and if., for example . the -
first use of a child’s birth certificate is to establish agme for school -

entrance little harm is done if registration iz delayed bevond the first year.
The legal record has value for provine identity. age, citizenship, filiation,

" marital status and so forth, primarilv in the settled, largely urban populations,
while nomadic and tribal populations may have little need for such proof. To
bring them into the mainstream would be contingent on social change that may

not be imminent in many countries. $till, in such countries, the registration
system may be more or less adeguately serving one of the purvposes for which

it exists at the present level of demand for individual documentation. On the

" other hand. if a country has instituted a vopulation register or a personal
identify system, the integrity of such a system cannot be maintained without

an adequate civil registration system for a continuous update. 2
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32. The present criterion of completeness was essentially developed for the use
of vital records of statistical purnoses. For this, it would be ideal to have

a nationwide count of 100 percent of the vital events ocecurine in the country,
and complete coverage for all the important variables. How would such data be
used? For example, most countries of the world are now participating in the WIO
programme of Health for All by the Year 2000. One of the important goals in this
program is to reduce the infant mortality rate in the developinscountries to 50
infant deaths per 1000 live births by the year 2000, It is expected that infent
mortality rates for the country as a whole and for the peographlc arcas he used
for monitoring health programs. The question is, can the various countries
provide the necessary data in sufficient precision to vrovide health program
guidance and for the evaluation of the effectiveness of the program? Unless the
registration of births and deaths is reasonebly comnlete, how would it be
possible to determine if the stated aoal hos been achieved? Unless intensive
efforts are made to 1mprove civil registration. most of the developing countries
in the region will not be in the position to make an assessment of their health
program by the year 2000,
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Table 1. Year of Establishment of the System for kegistration
of Live Birth and Deaths

Country Year pounfry‘ Year
Algeria 1962 Mali 1933
Benin® 1933 Mauritania® 1933
Botswanal 193y Mauritiusl 1793
Burkina Faso1 1933 ‘Hdroccol 1QSd
Burundil 1622 : Nigerl 1933
Cameroon1 1517 Nigeriai_ 1867
Central AfricanmRe--).1 1940 Rwandal 1922
Chad” 1561 Senegal® 1916
'Cdngol 1922 Seychelles 1€93
Gabonl 1840 Sierra Leone 1301
Ghana1 168 Somalia1 1904
Guinea-—-i’.issau2 1576 South Africa2 1924
Ivory Coast2 1933 Swaziland1 1900
Kenya2 19G4 Tanzanial 1917
Lesotho1 1830 Togo1 1623
Lybia2 1964 'I‘unisia2 1918
Madagascar 1878 Uganda2 1905
Malawi’ 1504 Zaire? 1958
1

Makannah, T.J, Metheds and Problems of Civil Registration Practices
and Vital Statistics Collection in Africa. IIVRS Tech. Paper No. 16,
p. 15-16, July 1981,

2 United liations, Handbook of Vital Statistics Systems and Methods,
Studies in Methods., Series ¥ Ho. 35, p. 43, 1985,

Hote: There are differences in the information from the two sources.
where they differ, the United Nations appear generally to relate
to recent history, that is, repistration systems re-established
after independence. On the other hang, lakannah's data go back
to the colonial period.




Country

Algeria
Angola

Benin
Botswana

. 1
Burkina Faso

Buruﬂdi:

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African

Chad1

Comoros

Congo1

Djibouti.
Egypt

Equatorial

Civil ‘Registration Administration

Subnatiomal -

Maire

District Adminis~—
tration

Centres d'étqt'
civil '

..

- .Les centres d'état

civil dons les
communes

Secretariado
Administrativo

Les centres
d'érat civil

Centres d'état
civil

Bureau d'état civil
(de chaque zone)

District Courts
of Justice

‘National

Ministére de
1'Intérieur

Registration
Section

Ministry of
Home Affairs

Ministére de
1'Intérieur

Direction des
collectivités

Direction des
affaires
politiques

Direccao Geral

dos reglstos

e notariado
Ministerio la
justica

None

"Ministére de

~ 1'Int&rieur

LI ]

Département de
1'adrministra-
tion du
territoire

Civil Registra-
tion Depart-~
ment

Ministry of
Interior

Juzcado de
Distrito

Ministerio de
Justica

_Table 2. Agencies Respongible for Civil Registratién and
National Vital Statistics:

Africa

Hational Vital Statistics Office

LR N

Institut national de la statis-
tique et de l'analyse &cono-
mique, Ministére du Plan et de
la statistique

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Finance & Develop-
nent Planning

None

Direction de la statistique et
de la comptabilité nationale
Minist&re du plan et aménage—
ment du territoire

Direccao Geral de Estatistica

Service de l'état-civil et du
recensement démographique
Hinistére de 1'Int&rieur

Sous~direction de la. statistique,
Direction du plan, Ministére

de 1'aconomie du plan des
transports

e

Centre national de la statistique
Département du plan

. e s

CeﬁtralhAgghéy for Public
Mobilization & Statistics

Direccion General de Estadistica
Ministerio de Planificacion

Culto y Kegistro

Cvvil
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Table 2. Agencies Responsgible for Civil Registration and
National Vital Statistics : Africa (Cont.)
Country Civil Registration Administration National Vital Statistics Office
Subnational Kational :
Ethiopia. : oo Ministry of Planning & Programming Service
Interior Ministry of Interior
(rural areas)
Ministry of
Housing &
s Urban Develop-
' ment
(urban arcas)
Gabon2 Centres principaux Ministries of the
et secondaires ‘Interior & Justice tre
Gambia Health inspectors Medical & Medical & Health Department
Health Ministry of Health, Labour
o Department & Social Welfare
& Ministry of
liealth,
-Labour & Social
Welfare
Ghana-" = '+ kegional Registration Birth & Death Eirth & Death Registry
Office Registry Ministry of Local Government

Ministry of
Local Government

Gui.nea—Bissau1 Delegacaoces do k651str0 Civil, Direcao General de Estadistica,
- : Registro Civil Comigsariado Comissariado de Estado de
(Setor Regional) de Estado de ' .Disenvolvimento Economico e
Justica Planifacacao
-.Iiorﬁrcbastz ~ Centres principaux Ministries of .
R : et secondaires - Interior &
Justice
Kenyal Local registry Registrar Gene— Statistics Section, Registrar
office & Bistrict ral of General of Births & Deaths .-
Registers Births,
Deaths,
Department of
Registrar
General
Lesotho Chiefs & other Registrar sureau of Statistics
village adminis~ General's Ministry of Planning, Employ-
trators Prinme ment & Economic Affairs
Minister's
Office
Liberia Country registrars Bureau of Bureau of Health & Vital
Lealth & Statistics
Vital Sta- Ministry of Health & Soc1a1
tistics Welfare
‘Misiistry of
- Helath &

Sotial Welfare



Country

Lybia

Madagascar

Malawi

Malil

Mauritania

Mauritius

Morocco

Mozambigue
Nanibia
Higer

Nigeria

rage 13

Table 2. Agencies Ecsvonsible for Civil Registration and
kd FA <

Hational Vital Statistics. Africa (Cont.)

Civil Reristration Administration

Subnational

Civil registration

office

Communes

District Commis-—
sioners office

 Centre d'état civil

PR

Civil Status Office

Bureau locaux
dietat civil

State ministries
of health

Local governument
& teaching
hoswvitals

National

Civil Kegis-
tration
Section

Secretariat of
Utilities

Direction du
cortrdle et
de la tutelle
des col-
lectivités

' Ministdre de

1¥Intérieur

Registrar Gene-~
ral's
Department

Ministry of
Justice
(coordination

iiational Vital Statistics Cffice

Census & Statistics Departmeﬁt9
Secretariat of Planning

Tnstitut national de la sta-
tistique et de la recherche
Bconomique

Présidence chargé des finances
et qu plan

Kegistrar General's Department
Ministry of Justice

& natioaal files
of births & death

records

Direction
nationale
“de 1'inté-
‘rieur et
‘de collecti~
"vité terri-
toriale

Ministére de
1'Intéricur

Civil Status
Gffice

Prime
Minister's
Oifice

Division
d'etat
civil

Ministére de
1'Intérieur

National Po-~
pulation
EBureau

Cavinet Office

Lirection nationale de la
statistique et de 1l'infor-
matilgue

Ministére du plan

a e n

Central Statistical Office
winistry of Leconomic Planning
& Development

Direction de la statistique
Miinistére du plan

National Population Bureau
Cabinet Office



Country

Beunion

Rwanda

Saint Helena

o B

Sao Tome &
Principe

Senegall

Seyclhelles

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

Sudan

Y

o

Swaziland

Tanzanta

Table 2.

Civil Kegistration Administration

Subnational

Y

LBureau communaux
d'état civil

Centres d'état
civil

Government
Administration

Births & deaths
Office
Ministry of liealth

 Hone

tospitals, dispens~

aries, dressing
stations ‘

Hospitals. clinies,
police stations,
chiefs of area

District registry

National

ot

Direction
zéneral
des af
faires po-
litiques et

Agencies Responsible for Civil kegistration and
National Vital Statistics:

Africa (Cont.)

lational Vital Statistics Qffice

Direction générale de la
statistique
Minist&re du plan

administratives

" Ministire de

1 Interieur

et du déve-

loppement
Cotmurial

Ministére de
17 Intéricur

Civil Status
Division
Departwent of
Youth &
Defense

Office of
Chief
Fegistrar

Ministry of
ealth

None

Department of
. Home
Affairs

Department of

Co-operation &

Developuent

Ministry of
Health

Nome

Office of
Registrar
General

Ministry of
Justice

Direction de la statistique
Hinistére des finances et des
affaires économiques
Statistics Division
Department of Finance

Medical Statistics Unit
Ministry of Health

Hone

Central Statistical Serices
Uepartment of Constitutional
Developwent & Flanning

Department of Statistics
Ministry of Finance & Lconomic
Plancing

. Central Statistical Office

Departrent of Econoric Flanning
& Statistics

Bureau of Statistics o
Ministry of Planning & Economic
- Affairs



Country

Togo

. .1
Tunisia

Uganda1

Western Sahara

Zaire

Zambila

Zimbabwe
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Table 2. Agencies kesponsible for Civil Eegistration and

Civil Registration Administratioun

Subnationcl

Centres d’'état
civil

Centres dfétat
civil

_(Commune)

District civil

registry

PR

Bureaux de 1'itat

civil

Provincial. district

& subcenters

(schools. health
centers & local

courts)

Provincial &
district
registries

Hatlonal

Division des
affaires
politiques
et adiinis-
tratives

Ministére ae
1*Intérieur

Ministére de
l'Intérieur

Kegistrar
General of

National Vital Statistics. Africa (Cont.)

Natiomal Vital Statistics Office

Direction de la statistique
Ministére du zlan

‘Direction des statistiques,

démographiques et sociales

~ Institut nationale de la

statistique

statistics Department
Ministry of Planning

pirths & Dezths

Ministry of
Justice

e 8 a

£tat zairoils
dMinistére de
1'adminis~-
tration du
territoire

Departuent of
Kational
Registration

Ministry of
Lowe Affairs

Central
Jeglstry

Ministry of
Howe Affairs

* o0

Institut national de la
statistique
rilnistry du plan

Lensus & Statistics
Department
tlinistry du

Central Statistical Office
liinistry of Finance, Economic
Planning & Development
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Table 3. Number of Local kegistration Offices, Population and
Land Area Served by an Average Local Registration
Qffice, and the Estimated Rumber of Births and
Deaths Occurring in an Average Local
Kegistration Office: Africa

Country lio. of Local Population Arez (Em*) Cstimated Annual Number

Uffices per Office per Gifice Eirths Deaths
Benin 2271 17,160 500 850 300
Botswana 17 U, clu 35,300 Z 740 760
Burkina Faso 746° 4 ,6G0 370 430 216
Cameroon SZu 16,300 513 450 180
Cape Verde 15 2,160 270 70 29
Central AfricankRep. 1034 14,206 3,400 690 260
Chad 356 14,650 3,670 715 276
Congo 3542 4,500 970 226 80
Gabon 4e 20,600 5,540 2,000 400
Ghana 6U4L 22,300 395 1,030 250
Guinea~Bissau 42 210,000 35,100 3,90 4 .500
Ivory Coast 1;2951 7,560 Z50 360 100
Kenya 41 472,000 14,206 24,560 5,260
Liberia 10 2YE Uul 11,16y 5,700 3,240
Lybia 46 61,500 38,30y 3,700 940
Madagascar” 1,254 A iu 476 36C 13¢
Malawi 24 zed, 500 &, 900 14,504 6,700
Mauritius 47 21 .5ud A4 51 150
HMorocco £65° 26,500 760 1,100 320
Niger 51zt 26,106 b ub 1,100 430
Rwanda 143} 42,105 156 2,250 715
Senegal ¢23* 7,30y i35 395 140
Seychelles 4 10,300 70 415 115
Sierra Leone 175 21,60V 41lu 9eu GE5
Swaziland 7° 53,000 2,400 4,51¢ 1,440
Tanzania 56 239,200 16,700 11,106 4,300
Togo 420" RRRY 136 295 115
Tunisia 192712 5,500 130 175 43
Uganda u432 L, G 2ol REY 310
Zaire 991 32,300 2,400 1. 444 500
Zambia 1,772 3,700 425 175 60
Zirbabwe 53 142Gl &.0UU G,ul 2,200
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Table 5. Estimated Completeness of birth and Death Registration: Africa

Country

Algeria1
Angolal
Benin2

. 2
Botswana
Burkina F3502

.2
Burundi
Caneroon
Cape Verde
Central African Rep.
Chad®
2

Comoros
Congo1
Diibouti
Egypt
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia®
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana

. 2
Guinea
Guinea~Bissau

2

Ivory Coast
- Z
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia
Lybia

Madagascarl

%Z Registration
Couwpleteness
Birth Death

U L]
U U
[3i 3]
u U
u U
u U
C c
i1 o
U J
U
U
[ u
160 166
53 58
u U
50 1¢
43 yay
U u
U U
3] U
U )
Z5 15
35 12
50 1y
U U

Country

Malawi
.2
Mali
. ] . 2
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
. Z
liozambigque
Namibia
o 2z
Niger
Higeria
Feunion
Rwandga
. 1
St. Helena
Sac Tome & Principe
Z
Senegal
Seychelles
L Z
Sierra Leone
Somalia
e . 2
South Africa
Sudan
. . 2
Swaziland
. .1
Tanzania
Togo
Tunisia

5
Western Sahara

)
. ra
Zaire
. 2
Zambia
Zimbabwe

% Registration
Completeness
Birth Death

1 1
U

U U
160 100
40 4G
U U
U U
U U
c c
51 5
U U
c c
u U
100 100
U

C

U

25 5
23 26
U U
80 15
c U
i )
U U
U U
U U
u 20
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