As a matter of established structure, this essay now attempts to compare and contrast the subject matter and detail covered in the ZDHS with that of the census of population, paying attention to the 2010 census of population and housing analytical report. A population census is the total process of planning, collecting, compiling, evaluating, disseminating and analyzing demographic, economic and social data at the smallest geographic level pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons in a country or in a well-delimited part of a country.
Usually, there are certain topics that are covered in both the ZDHS and the census of population. However, the depth of the detail and subject matter of the ZDHS cannot be compared to that of the census of population. Traditionally the census collects basic information of the entire population within the delineated area while on the other hand the survey collects detailed information on specific topics of interest in a particular round of surveys. For example, the 2010 census of population and housing collected information on the usual members of the households (de jure) as well as those that spent the night at that particular household (de facto). The ZDHS however collected information on the basis of de jure and de facto but only from those people who were eligible in the selected households.
The census of population provides information on the demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the population of Zambia at the lowest administrative level - the Constituency and Ward and everyone was enumerated. On the contrary, the ZDHS provides information on the demographic and socio-economic characteristics by interviewing only those people who were eligible. A total of 13,683 women age 15-49 and 12,132 men age 15-59 were interviewed in the 2018 ZDHS. The report shows that the distribution of women and men age 15-49 were interviewed by background characteristics and for the most part, the female and male populations had similar distributions. In both populations, the proportion of women and men in each age group decreased with increasing age, reflecting the comparatively young age structure of the population in Zambia.
In most cases only relatively simple topics are investigated in a census and the number of questions is usually limited compared to that of the Zambia Demographic Health Survey which goes in depth when collecting data. For instance, there were two fertility questions in the 2010 Census of Population and Housing. One asked all females 12 years and older if they ever had a live birth broken down by whether these children were still alive or not. The second question asked females, (12-49 years old) if they had any live births in the 12 months preceding the census, also broken down by whether these children were still alive or not. While in the ZDHS information was collected in depth on fertility. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Furthermore, the 2018 ZDHS collected information on the number of children ever born to women aged 15-49 years and whether each child was still alive at the time of the survey. More data was collected on fertility in the 2018 ZDHS such as the family planning methods, menopause etc. Women were also asked if they had any antenatal care in the five years before the time of the survey and also women who had live births in the five years prior to the survey were asked if they took iron tablet or syrup and intestinal parasite drugs for their most recent births.
Census of population and Zambia Demographic Health Survey both data collecting methods that involve systematically acquiring and recording information about the members. Both provide information on the housing characteristics of the population and provide information on the demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the population of Zambia. They provide an accurate sample weights for future inter-censual household and population-based surveys.

