Surveys are used as a tool to collect information from some or all units of a population and compile the information into a useful form. Sample surveys have become a key source of data on social phenomena in Zambia in the recent past. They are among the most flexible methods of data collection. In theory almost any population-based subject can be investigated through sample surveys. There have been many surveys conducted on various social phenomena like the Labour Force Survey (LFS), Living Conditions Survey (LCS) and many more. 
Probability sampling is used in a wide variety of studies of many different kinds of populations. The Government of the Republic of Zambia collect and publish monthly or quarterly current information in such areas as inflation, unemployment to mention a few through the Zambia Statistics Agency which is the national agency mandated by law to collect data and disseminate the results.  Sampling is the chief tool in consumer research. Samples of records, often supplemented by other information, form a basis on which to predict the impact that changes in economic conditions and the changes in competitive products have on a business.
Multi-phase surveys are used to screen sample units based on certain characteristics to ascertain the eligibility of such units to be used in the subsequent phases. These surveys are a cost-effective way of reaching the target population in the latter phases to collect detailed information on a subject of interest. The study of such topics as disability and orphan hood are among those suited to this approach (United Nations, UN 2005). Additionally, Sample survey data are useful in meeting urgent data needs. Census data are usually not up to date because they are conducted after several, 10 years in most cases as is the case for Zambia. To meet the social needs, it is wise to conduct samples surveys. Information collected from surveys conducted by government agencies has a huge influence upon the ways our lives are regulated. Some examples are: labour force surveys for monitoring the extent of unemployment, and the Consumer Price Index (CPI) which is based on a survey of prices. 
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