Household surveys are the most flexible of the three data sources.  In principle, almost any subject can be investigated through household surveys. With much smaller workloads than in censuses and the opportunity to train fewer personnel more intensively, household surveys can examine most subjects in much greater detail. While it is not possible to anticipate all the data needs of a country far into the future at the time a census is being planned, household surveys provide a mechanism for meeting emerging data needs on a continuing basis. As budgets for national statistical activities are always limited, the flexibility of the household survey makes it an excellent choice for meeting data users’ needs for statistics which otherwise are unavailable, insufficient or unreliable.
Many countries have instituted a continuing survey program, which includes periodic surveys such as annual or quarterly labor force surveys or annual surveys on cost of living, and ad hoc surveys to meet specific statistical data needs.  Although ad hoc surveys may satisfy immediate purposes, they do not ordinarily provide a framework for a continuing database and time series.  Continuing periodic surveys, on other hand, are normally carried out to investigate a highly important phenomenon that needs to be monitored frequently. All household survey programs should be a part of the overall integrated statistical data-collection system of the country, so that the overall needs for statistical data can be adequately met.
Additionally, countries that have a continuing household survey program include the opportunity of developing adequate in-house technical and field staff that continue gaining experience with the repeated surveys over time. On top of that, a continuing survey program increases the cost-effectiveness of the available resources that have been accumulated and maintained over time, such as sampling frame, cartographic maps, the field operation infrastructure, data processing, and capacity in technical know-how both in the central office and in field offices (United Nations, 1984).
While household surveys are not as expensive as population censuses, they are costly to organize, particularly at the beginning when a country do not have a continuing program of household surveys.  As in the case of the census, household surveys are also subject to non-sampling errors as a result of the interviewing process. In addition, household surveys are also subject to sampling error, which increases quickly with the level of geographical detail sought.
According to Sarah Mae Sincero (March 18 2012), questions that bear controversies may not be precisely answered by the participants because of the probably difficulty of recalling the information related to them. The truth behind these controversies may not be relieved as accurately as when using alternative data gathering methods such as face-to-face interviews and focus groups. In addition, questions in surveys are always standardized before administering them to the subjects. The researcher is therefore forced to create questions that are general enough to accommodate the general population. However, these general questions may not be as appropriate for all the participants as they should be (retrieved 21st May, 2021 from https://explorable.com/advantages-and-disadvantages-of-surveys
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