Furthermore, where the choice exists between mounting an expensive field operation or using excellent data from registers, then this will be a simple matter. However, life is rarely that simple. In countries where good administrative data are limited it may not be feasible either politically or culturally to rectify the situation in the short term. Neither is it sufficient to say that registers should be put in place in order to reduce the cost of collection of statistics. Experience shows that there has to be a very strong administrative rationale for developing and maintaining register-based information. Without that, the level of compliance by the public will render any information which may flow from the register to be of limited use for statistical purposes. 
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