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Description

This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of how to identify a crime, various implications of a criminal act, and the principles related thereto.

Course aims

It is intended to give a useful introduction to law as well as to acquaint students with the main sources of the criminal law. It provides students with an opportunity to discern the general principles underlying its theory and operation.

The specific aims are:

a. To provide students with a critical introduction to the different approaches to substantive and procedural criminal;

b. To develop students critical awareness of the development of criminal law.
Learning Outcomes
1. Outline the function of criminal law in society;
2. Recount the basic principles of criminal law, and the context of their development and application;
3. Describe and apply the rules of criminal law;
4. Solve realistic problems with reference to case law and legislation;
5. Critique the development of Irish criminal law in relation to particular offences and defences
Course Content
PART I:       INTRODUCTION

UNIT 1       INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINAL LAW

1.1 Purpose; Sources of Criminal Law; Defining a Crime; Classification of Offences; Burden and Standard of Proof; Presumption of Innocence; 

1.2 Zambia’s Criminal Justice System.

PART II:      THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF CRIMINAL LIABILITY

UNIT 2       ACTUS REUS
2.1 Elements of the Crime; Defining and Proving Actus Reus; 

2.2 Conduct must be Voluntary; Automatism
2.3 Omissions; Causation

UNIT 3       MENS REUS 

3.1 Mental Element; Intention / Motive;

3.2 Recklessness (recklessly); 

3.3 Negligence; 

3.4 Knowledge (knowingly); Wilfulness (wilfully);

UNIT 4       STRICT LIABILITY OFFENCES
4.1   Meaning of Strict Liability

4.2 Strict Liability Offences

4.3 Defences to strict Liability

PART III:     TYPES OF OFFENCES

UNIT 5     NON-FATAL OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON

5.1 Common Assault and Battery

5.2 Causing Bodily Harm 
5.3 Administering Poison

UNIT 6
HOMICIDE

6.1 Murder – Definition, Actus Reus, Mens Rea (Intention, Reckless, 

Negligence)

6.2 Special Defence - Provocation

6.3 Manslaughter – Voluntary & Involuntary Manslaughter

6.4 Infanticide 

UNIT 7      SEXUAL OFFENCES

7.1 Sexual Offences

7.2 Rape

7.3 Indecent Assault

7.4 Defilement

7.5 Incest

UNIT 8      OFFENCES AGAINST PROPERTY 

8.1 Theft

8.2 Robbery and Extortion

8.3 Burglary and House Breaking

8.4 Receiving / Handling Stolen Property or Unlawfully Obtained

UNIT 9      CRIMINAL DAMAGE

9.1 Destroy or Damage Property belonging to another 

9.2 Endangering Life

9.3 Arson

9.4 Threat to Destroy or Damage Property  

UNIT 10      OFFENCES INVOLVING DECEPTION

10.1 Forgery 

10.2 Making False Documents

10.3 Obtaining Property / Services by Deception

10.4 Obtaining a Pecuniary Advantage

UNIT 11      OFFENCES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

11.1 Offences against the State

11.2 Treason

11.3 Inciting Mutiny (Soldiers, or Police)

11.4 Sedition 

11.5 Offences against Public Safety

11.6 Unlawful Assembly and Riots

11.7 Disorderly Behaviour in Public Place 

11.8 Offences against Public Authority

11.9 Contempt of Court 
PART IV:   GENERAL DEFENCES

UNIT 12
DEFENCES

12.1 Justification and excuses

12.2 Mental Incapacity

12.2.1 Infancy/Lack of Age

12.2.2 Insanity

12.2.3 Diminished Responsibility

12.3 Mistake

12.4 Intoxication

12.5 Incapacity

12.6 Conduct Deemed Permissible

12.6.1 Consent

12.6.2 Self-defence (and Prevention of Crime)

12.7 Circumstances as basis of Defence

12.7.1 Necessity

12.7.2Duress

PART V:    PARTICIPATION IN A CRIME

UNIT 13       PARTIES TO THE CRIME

13.1 Principal Offenders

13.2 Secondary Parties 

UNIT 14       INCHOATE / PRELIMINARY OFFENCES

14.1 Attempt

14.2 Conspiracy

14.3 Incitement

PART VI:      PUNISHMENT AND PRINCIPLES OF SENTENCING

UNIT 15      PUNISHMENT

15.1 Legal Punishment 

15.1.1 Justification for Punishment

15.1.2 Powers of Criminal Courts in Zambia to Inflict Punishment

15.2 Theories of Punishment

15.2.1 Retribution

15.2.2 Deterrence 

15.2.3 Incapacitation or Protection of the Public

15.2.4 Rehabilitation / Reformation

15.2.5 Denunciation 

UNIT 16      SENTENCING PRINCIPLES    

16.1 Imprisonment 

16.2 Suspended Sentence

16.3 Probation

16.4 Community Sentence 

16.5 Pardon

16.6 Fine

16.7 Deportation

COURE ASSESSMENT
Continuous Assessment: 40% Continuous assessment and 60% final exam.
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