Dynamic Pathways out of Poverty for Successful Smallholder Farmers in Zambia
Proposed Questionnaire Draft Outline and Methodology

A. Questionnaire Draft Outline
1. Community level Information

· Establishment of Community

· Population, major ethnic groups, origin/settlement patterns

· Social (leadership) structure

· Livelihood Assets

                  -Natural assets
                                    -Social assets (networks/cohesiveness of people)

                                    -Physical assets (infrastructure, location, proximity/access) 

                                    -Human assets (skills, expertise, education)
· Traditional Practices, Beliefs and Religious affiliation
· Kinship ties and intergenerational transfers

· Major investments in the last five years

· Community-level shocks

· Classification of people, 
· Gender-based resource allocation, inheritance patterns/accumulation trends,  /wealth indicators
· Poverty entry and exit (those most likely to fall or rise out of poverty)

· Major investments in the last five years(to determine community resilience, use of acquired resources)

· Service providers and linkages

2. Household Profiles

· Life histories of Respondent

-Assets and livelihoods (change overtime during panel data and 

  present)

                                    -Family background

                                    -Early childhood

                                    -Adolescence

                                    -Adulthood

                                    -Older age

· Relationships with other people

· Key investments made between the panel data period and present

· Events outside the home affecting households
3. Demographic characteristics of Households (from panel data) 

· Name, age, gender, panel data household identification code 
4. Household Livelihood Strategies

· Crop production activities

-Farm size  
-Land cultivated, type of crops grown, output/ha

-Labor available

-Equipment used

· Livestock production

-Type of livestock kept

-Use and Income generated

· Other Sources of Income (non-agricultural)
5. Staple Food Markets 

· Staple Food Markets

-Awareness of Staple Food Markets

-Level of access/participation, common staples traded, value    

  addition activities
-Changes overtime in Staple Food Markets

-Graduation levels from net buyers to net sellers

· Major challenges and exit strategies adopted
 5.
Shocks and Household Vulnerability




-Types of shocks experienced in the last one year

-level of their vulnerability (i.e. their fall or stay below a   

  predetermined threshold)

-service providers and linkages

B. Proposed Methodology
General Objective

To obtain a better understanding of households' pathways into, and out of, poverty, with poverty defined from both the communities' own perspective and poverty indicators such as household welfare (asset holdings and income).
Specific Objectives

Provide an empirical understanding of how initially poor smallholder farmers have risen out of poverty, and the extent to which this involves interactions between agricultural markets, improved farm technology, and non-farm earnings; 

Examine the dynamics of commercialized smallholder agriculture, particularly the background of households selling in staple food markets, how this changes over time, and how and if net buyers graduate to become net sellers of staple foods.  

Hypothesis

1. Poor households are most likely to be net buyers in staple food markets.

2. Upwardly mobile poor households depend primarily on high-value agricultural activities and on nonfarm earnings, rather than on sale of staple foods, to move out of poverty.  

3. Spatial: poor households living in close proximity to good roads and urban markets are most likely to specialize in production of high value agricultural products such as horticulture, rather than food staples.  

4. Gender: female-headed households are less likely to be upwardly mobile than male-headed households.

5. Access to cash (through non-farm earnings, a seasonally diversified agricultural portfolio or credit) is key to upward mobility and maintenance of high income status.  

6. Most commercial smallholders did not begin as deficit households but rather entered farming with sufficient assets (land, education, nonfarm earnings) to permit them to begin as commercial sellers from the beginning.
Methodology
This section discusses the approach to collecting data. It outlines the methods and procedures that will be used to achieve the stated goals.  In particular, it gives an outline of procedures that will be used to understand what were the critical strategies that the household members implemented to rise from poverty and what were the misfortunes experienced for those that fell into poverty. Data to be collected include (i) the life history of the respondents and their families, (ii) their initial conditions, what their situations were before and how they had evolved, (iii) if the respondents were poor or not based on income and non-income dimensions, their current sources of income and household resources (physical, financial, natural, human, and social assets) and their evolution, (iv) the context and conditions they faced, and the strategies they had implemented to rise from poverty.

Sampling 

To establish the pathways of exiting poverty requires a panel data set over a reasonable length of time. This was collected by the household supplemental surveys done by the central statistics office. The first set of data was collected in 2002, the second one in 2004 and the last set was collected in 2008. These panel data sets will be used to classify rural households into welfare groupings based on income per capita and asset holdings. The availability of panel data offers an opportunity to analyze who and how households escaped or fell into poverty. What were the principal exit strategies used by households? What are the major determinants of exiting poverty and remaining in poverty? How do poor rural households achieve prosperity? A simple accounting of income and wealth changes over the panel period will be conducted to determine where the changes are originating. This will be followed by identifying star performers (household groups 2 and 4) and poor performers (groups 1 and 3). Finally a sample of households from each of the four welfare groupings will be purposively collected and re-interviewed to develop detailed life histories.
Area of study and Groups to be Surveyed
Fieldwork will be carried out in three randomly selected districts of the three agro ecological zones of Zambia which are classified by rainfall patterns and also by soil types. The major reasons for movements into or out of poverty will be elicited at both the community and household-level  and respondents  will include village headmen, other key informants and selected households from the panel data i.e.,  those that rose out of poverty, those that remained in poverty and those that slipped into poverty due to misfortune.

Methods of Data Collection

Primary data will be collected both quantitatively and qualitatively using a combination of methods, while secondary data will be collected from reviewing various documents and reports. 
A. Quantitative data will be collected by using a structured questionnaire. Data to be captured quantitatively will include;   

a) Demographic characteristics of households such as how many people are in the household and what are their relationships? How old is each family member?  What is the level of education? How long have they lived in that house? Where did they reside before? If they migrated from outside the village, where did they live before, when did they move to this village, and why? 
b) Livelihood strategies such as agricultural activities and off farm activities undertaken and their values
c) Access to staple food markets and consumption patterns
d) Resources Endowments of households and Access to Capital (what type of capital or assets do the household have? Do they have land? If yes, how large was it and under what type of tenure? What forms of financial assets (cash and savings) did they have? Did they have access to formal or informal credit?
B. With the aid of checklists, the following qualitative or Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) data collection methods will be employed:
a) Focus Group Discussion; this will entail holding systematic interviews and   

            dialogue with smaller community groups to solicit for community level  

            information. Community characteristics to be collected will include; when 
            communities were established, population, origin of inhabitants, settlement 
            patterns, social leadership structure, traditional practices and beliefs. Others 
            include shared or communal assets (such as natural, social, physical and human 
            livelihood assets), kinship ties, religious affiliations, inheritance patterns.
b)   Semi structured interview; this guided interviewing will be used at household 

level to collect life histories of households in terms of shocks and vulnerability (i.e. what were the most critical difficulties that they faced, and how did they cope with them?) While some of the questions based on the Kenyan checklist will be predetermined, new ones that come up during the interview are expected to be asked using relevant prompts.
c)   Key informant interviews; for triangulation purposes community leaders, staff 
      from government and Non-governmental institutions working in the communities 
      will be asked a few of the cardinal questions such as their perceptions on changes 
      in staple markets, experienced shocks, poverty entry and exit strategies; service 
     providers and linkages with farmers etc.
c) Direct observation: This process will be critical in the field while collecting primary data as it will enable the researcher take firsthand look at the scenario with regard to such issues as location of existing infrastructure, condition and status of assets owned; type of natural resource endowment, level of access and participation in local market etc   
C. The review of literature is basically to obtain secondary data expected to form the background information for the study on dynamic pathway guides that assist the smallholder farmers out or into poverty, the issue being investigated.
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