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Description to the course 
· Human rights law is the study of the national and international standards and protection mechanisms available for the promotion of human rights.
Rationale
· The course serves to enrich the students’ knowledge of their role as future legal practitioners by equipping them with a firm grasp of human rights law, nationally and internationally. 
· The course starts by examining the basic principles of human rights and several classes of human rights from an international perspective and a local perspective.
Course Aim 
· The course in human rights law is aimed at preparing students to meet the challenges that lie ahead of them as lawyers in a developing nation, namely, helping to mold and sustain a democratic society based on observance and respect of human rights. The course further aims at exposing students to challenges that are faced by nations in the implementation and observance of human rights standards, as well as avenues available to citizens who feel the State has failed to respect their human rights. 
Course objectives 
· To guide students in the study of human rights law at the local and international level.
· To allow students to analyze and understand the relevant human rights mechanisms and rights with a focus on their applicability in Zambia.
· To encourage and build the students legal, research and practical skills towards developing effective legal practitioners.
Learning outcomes
· On completion of this course a student should be able:
· To clearly show an understanding of human rights law at national, regional and international levels;
· To show knowledge of human rights cases so far decided in Zambia and other Commonwealth Courts and how courts have gone about resolving these cases;
· To demonstrate an understanding of the role of the judiciary  and the legal profession as a whole in promoting the observance of human rights and defending ordinary citizens against invasion of their rights.
Course content 
· UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO HUMAN RIGHTS LAW
· The meaning of `Rights' and `Freedoms'
· Legal Rights, Constitutional Rights and Human Rights
· Historical development of Human Rights
· Characteristics of Human Rights
· Categories of Human Rights
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Obligations of the State in relation to Human Rights
· Restriction of rights by the state (derogation clause and limitation clauses)
· UNIT 2: THE UNITED NATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS
· The development of the UN
· The role of the UN in the protection and promotion of HR
· Charter bodies and treaty bodies
· UNIT 3 : REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
· International Bill of Rights
· Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948
· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 1966 and its two Optional Protocols.
· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 1966
· African Charter on Human and People’s Rights
· African Commission ON Human and People’s Rights
· African Court on Human and People’s Rights
· UNIT 4: HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION IN ZAMBIA
· The Ratification of International Agreements Act 34 of 2016
· Understanding Signatory; Ratification; Domestication; Reservations
· Human Rights legal framework
· Constitution Act 2 of 2016
· Human right commission ACT 2015
· Public Protector Act
· Human Rights Policies
· National HIV and AIDS policy
· Legal Aid policy
· Citizens Economic Empowerment Commission Policy
· Institutional Human Rights Framework
· Judiciary
· Human Rights Commission
· Public Protector
· Victims Support Unit
· Non-Governmental Organizations
· Police Public Complaints Commission
· Traditional leaders and human rights protection
· UNIT 5: SPECIALISED UN HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES
· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
· Substantive Rights
· The Optional Protocol to the CEDAW
· Women’s Rights in Zambia: The Anti-Gender Based Violence Act
· Convention on the Rights of a Child (CRC)
· Principles of the CRC
· Substantive Rights
· Children’s Rights in Zambia
· Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
·  Principles of the CRPD
· Substantive Rights
· The Optional Protocol to the CRPD
· Disability Rights in Zambia
Methods of Instruction 
· Four hours of weekly lectures for full-time students; three hours of blended learning weekly lectures for part-time and distance students;
· There will be weekly lectures and tutorials that will combine theoretical lectures complimented by activities that will build the practical understanding of the material. 
Assessment  
· Students will be assessed as a means to ensure that they have grasped the study material. 
· The type of assessments that the students can expect will be short tests and group work. These will be given to ensure that the units have been understood.
· Students will also be expected to complete an assignment and Mid-Semester exam as part of their Continuous assessment.
· Your assignment should be word processed (in a Word Document) – 1.5 spaced on single sided sheets.  Use Ariel or Times New Romans 12 point font and justified alignment.
Maximum pages 6 excluding bibliography and cover page.
OSCOLA REFERENCING STYLE should be used.
Turnitin in receipt should be attached 
Due date for assignment is FRIDAY 4TH MARCH 2022
Grading 
Continuous Assessment (CA):
Assignment			: 10%
AND	
Mid-semester Examination	: 20%
Final Examinations		: 70%
Total Marks				: 100%
	Grading Scheme:
	Marks			Grades		Points		Classification 
	86% - 100%		A+		5		Distinction
	76% - 85%		A		4		Distinction
	66% - 75%		B+		3		Meritorious
	61% - 65%		B		2		Satisfactory
	56% - 60%		C+		1		Clear Pass
	50% - 55%		C		0		Pass
0% - 49%		D		0		Fail

Required readings
· Javaid Rehman, International Human Rights Law, Second Edition, 2009, Pearson Longman, United Kingdom.
· Raija Hanski and Markku Suksi, An Introduction to the International Protection of Human Rights, Institute for Human Rights, Abo Akademi University, Turku, Finland.
· A.W. Chanda (1992), Zambia: A Case Study in Human Rights in Commonwealth Africa, J.S.D. Thesis, Yale University.
· L.S. Zimba (1984), the Zambian Bill of Rights: An Historical and Comparative Study of Human Rights in Commonwealth Africa. Nairobi: East Africa Publishing House.
· M. Ndulo and K. Turner (1984), Civil Liberties in Zambia. Oxford: The Africa Law Reports.
· Steve Foster, Human Rights and Civil Liberties, Second Edition, 2008, Pearson Longman, United Kingdom.
· Edwin Shorts & Claire de Than, Human Rights Law, 2009, Pearson Longman, United Kingdom.
· David Hoffman & John Lowe, Human Rights in the UK, 2009, Pearson Longman, United Kingdom.
· Documents of International and Regional Human Rights Instruments.
· National Constitutions and Law Reports.
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